[HE MUST HAVE HAD A HEAD INJURY 
OR SOMETHING ! 


M&. BEAMIGH .« THIS 1S GOOFY-.- 
BUT SOMETHING'S HAPPENED TO 
HIS MIND! TIVE GOT TO GET HIM 

TO A DOCTOR...! £ 


I JUST DON'T] 

REMEMBER 
GOOFY...1T 1S YOU! —_ 
LKNOW “THAT NOW.) (| EXACTLY ++ 


JUST A MOMENT, 
MR. MOUSE ! 
D2. x HAS ONE OF THE 
GREATEST SCIENTIFIC 

MINDS INTHE WORLD... 


[ WOULD YOU CHANGE THE GREAT 
‘pR.x” BACK INTO THE SIMPLE TON 


THROUGH SOME FREAK ACCIDENT 
HIS BRAIN HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH 

TREMENDOUS POWER! A POWER 77 
THAT CAN HELP PEOPLE... 


BUT HE’/S HAD | 
SOME KIND OF 
IEAD INJURY! THAT'S WHY HE DOESN'T| 
REMEMBER! 
HE NEEDS A 


BUT, MICKEY ... YOU 
DON'T UNDERSTAND... 


(Okara SI 


PERHAPS IF YOU'LL SHOW OUZ FRIEND ] [COMETOTHINKOF IT, \ 
SOME OF YOUR RECENT 4 | DOCTOR, WHEN YOu 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS .«- USED TO BE MY 
= FRIEND GOOFY 

TY]... YOU WERE 

ALWAYS INVENTING 
“THINGS! NONE 
OF THEM EVER 


IF I COULD ONLY 
BE SURE THAT 
WHAT GOOF’... THAT IS, DR.X «. WAS 
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THINGS TO HELP | 
PEOPLE LIVE 


WHAT KINDOF \_77/ 
THINGS HAVE =F 
YOu BEEN 
INVENTING , GOOF.» 
ES ER ees I MEAN, 
DOCTOR X 7 


YET, SOMEHOW... 
I FEEL DIFFERENT! 


OF COURSE! 
YOU JUST HAD 
A _BATH 
WITHOUT TAKING 
YOUR CLOTHES OFF! 


THAN TEAR 
THEMSELNES 
est oot LIKE 


THAT'S A JUNIOR 
EDITION OF THE 

NUCLEAR BATH... 
FOR CHILDREN... 


GEE... ASPACE ) 
HELMET! YOU 
INVENT “TOYS 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN, 
I JUST HAD A BATH 
WITHOUT TAKING MY 
CLOTHES OFF «07 


JUPITER, WHICH SOOTHES HIMTO 
AND BATHES SLEEP! 
TOO... ALL 


Nou eee 
INA SPLIT SECOND! 


NES oo 
NEWLY DEVELOPED 
SELF~ SQUEEZING 
ORANGE TREE 
HERE...! 


Eel 


202. DR.X 


«+» L HAVE DEVELOPED LARGE, | 
TISSUE-LIKE LEAVES ..w HANDY FOR 


WIPING “THE 


MOUTH Ene 
AFTERWARD! é 


{ 


n 
ay 


LZ pS UM VER 
PALEY Li PROUD OF 
THIS AUTOMATIC TAILOR! GO 
IN THERE AND REMOVE YOUR 


INVENTED SO MANN] [7 


THINGS LATELY I 
DON'T EXACTLY 
REMEMBER .o 

WONDER IF IT'S 
MY CYCLOTKON.. 


i 


I SHOULD > 
REMEMBER! 
L INVENTED IT! 


YOU SURE THIS 2 
ISN’T AN ATOM 
SMASHER OR 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT? 


NOT TOO 
TIGHT 

AROUND THE 

SHOULDERS | 


JY DON'T WORRY! THIS 

WOOL SUIT WILL 

> FIT YOU BETTER 
THAN IT DOES THE 


BOY..ITSA 
BIG ONE, 
ALL RIGHT! 


ITS NOT AN ATOM SMAGHER! THERE'S 


A MAS IN IHERE ANC... agp 
LDQ 
| 


(GEE..ITS \ YES.. THAT LITTLE 


BEAUTIFUL! 


(ANYWAY... HE SEEMS TO KNOW WHAT] 


THE MACHINE IS FOR! 


LOOK AT THAT 
BOTTLE! IT 
LOOKS LIKE os. 


Now.. 1 REMEMBER WHAT ITIS! A 
MACHINE FOR GETTING KETCHUP OUT 
OF KETCHUP BOTTLES! 


YUST THE THING 
FOR THE KITCHEN! 


YOU'RE A REGULAR TOM EDISON WITH 
ALL THESE GREAT 
INVENTIONS ! CAREFUL WHERE 
YOU STEP 
THROUGH HERE... 


MY GREATEST 


CREATION oe 
* PROJECT 


GRADE A"! 


IMAGINE ose 
CATCHING SPIES 
ON “SPY PAPER”! 
WHAT ARE THEY 

AFTER? 


YES, HERE'S BERNICE! 


TOP SECRET, SUPER 
CONFIDENTIAL , PROLECT GRADE Al ISN’T 
SHE BEAUTIFUL... ? 


YEAH ..1TS A 
CUTE LITTLE 


“SPY PAPER’? )( YES... SPIES AND 
THE PATTERN | h AGENTS ARE ALWAYS 
LINES! THE ZEST TRYING TO STEAL MY 

OF THE FLOOR IDEAS! WE CATCH A FEW 
\S COVERED WITH EVERY NIGHT! 


‘SPY PAPER”! 


[MEET PROJECT GRADE A”... = 
BETTER KNOWN AS BERNICE! SHE'S 
NERY SENSITIVE 


(THESE ARE DE-CONTAMINATING 
DRUMS | I/M_MORE WORRIED 
ABOUT GERMS “THAN SPIES....! 


BUT I_DON'T UNDERSTAND ... WHAT (...IN BERNICE YOU SEE THE 
ANSWER TO MOST OF THE 
WORLD'S GREATEST PROBLEMS! 


MAKES BERNICE SO IMPORTANT ? 
WHY 1S EVERYONE 
BECAUSE, 


AFTER HER? 
MY_DEAR 
FELLOW -« 


204. DR.X 


YOU SAY BERNICE BUT A VERY, VERY 
“ ISTHE ANSWER i SPECIAL KIND OF MILK! 


L__——____( \f WELL ...WE HAVEN'T ) | (THESE TWO HAVE BEEN ON A DIET \ 
BUT I DON'T SEE EXACTLY TRIEDITON & OF BERNICE’S MILK} 
HOW THE MILK PEOPLE YET! WE'VE FRIENDLIEST 
(¥) 


MILK THAT DOES IT! ANYTHING br 


MAYBE IT ISN'T THE BUT DID YOU EVER SEE 
SOMETIMES YOU'LL FIND A FRIENDLY 


DR.X 205. 


YOU'RE QUITE A GIRL, JUST THINK... THE Y WE'VE JUST GOT 
BERNICE! FUTURE OF THE 
TA HUMAN RACE MAY 
REST INTHE Al HAPPENS “TO 
SS BERNICE...) 


[———— _T GOSH.. YOU MAY 
HAVE SOMETHING 
WITH THIS HAPPY-MILK OF BERNICE’S! 
THINK FT WILL 
WORK ON 

HUMANS ? 


CHOO! ACHOO! Guess] [i1'S A SECRET FEED I Mix (PUT DOWNTHE GUN! DIDN'T YOU ] 
you must ze KAA S02: SAY HOW FOR HER! IM THE ONLY ONE HEAR HIM SAY HE'S THE ONLY 
ACE ea ae DOES SHE PRODUCE | | WHO KNOWS THE FORMULA! ONE WHO KNOWS HOW “TO FEED 
BERNICE’S HAIZ! 
SHE SHEDS QUITE 


MY WORD! SOMEONE'S ARE YOU SUR BECAUSE THEY'RE 
KIDNAPING BERNICE ! HOw DO you : KIDNAPING ME TOO ! 
KNOW ? pad : 


ST SHHH! BERNICE HEARS ) 
SOMETHING ! 


=== 
GEE vee DIM aoe 
ACHOO! .. SORRY! 
I HOPE I DON'T 
GET ANY GERMS 
ON HER! I... 


206. DR.X 


DOCTOR! BERNICE! ) 
THEY/VE DISAPPEARED! 


[ IMPOSSIBLE! NOTHING LARGER THAN A) 
GOPHER COULD SLIP THROUGH OUR 


Y SECURITY NET...$ 
Hae Vp = — 2 ol 
2) YOU MUST HAVE 
PRETTY STRONG 
a GOPHERS IN THESE 
TA PARTS, THEN... 
=e i 


i _— 


PENED? 


Bi = 


DCHOO!.. THANK 
GOODPNESS..IM 
ALLERGIC TO COW-HAIR! AS LONG 
AS, BERNICE KEEPS SHEDDING, 1 CAN.. 
ACHOO! ... FOLLOW THE TRAIL! 


(THERE'S SOME OF BERNICE’S e GOOD THING 


HAIR... LEADING TO THE WINDOW! | BERNICE IS 


PS, 
ig eo . 


LI NSS N 


SHEDDING e+e! 


ooo BECAUSE ONE OF THEM MUST 
— x AVE CARRIED OFF; 
‘DOCTOR x” 
AND BERNICE, 

iy 


THE COWeee! 


Ls = oes "| 
GILL i 
I ez 


SNOFF? EK. REALLY, SIR... 
GHELLO! yaad \ DONT YOU THINK 


H 


aN Wi Sf 


¥ MY GUESS THEY LOADED HER] |/ ACHOO! AND THERE'S GOOFY’S.. 
GOSH... INE STOPPED ae eet ONTO A TRUCK AND. «ee OR RATHER *DR. X'S” SHOE 
SNEEZING! 1/VE LOST BERNICE Py GE\ NO! ACHOQ! ACHOO! PRINT ««NO ONE ELSE HAS 
bi We IVE GOTT? AGAIN! A NUMBER SIXTEEN FOOT 


LIKE THAT 


— SNIFF? SNOFF? [ OH! WELL..LET MA 
AND WHAT % ACHOO! HELP YOU...! ees JUST WHAT ARE LITTLE GUY 
MIGHT YOU} ( OH..ER.. I'VE LOST 


WE LOOKING FOR? : HERE, SAID ..- 
BE DOING, . SOMETHING ra HEY! HE'S GONE! 
FRIEND? VALUABLE , ¢ Y8) 62, 
OFFICER ! 4B 


{ EXCUSE ME.. WHY, CERTAINLY! SHE 
BUT HAVE YOU WAS RIDING A BICYCLE 
SEEN A COW AND SINGING SANNIE 
ABOUT THIS LAURIE”! SHE WENT 
HIGH? HER e —= 
NAMES BERNICE! 


iii y- 
Hh 


208. DR.X 
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{4 
ACHOO! GOSH! MW 
A GEIGER COUNTER WHEN BERNICE 


IS AROUND! MUST BE GETTING... 
ACHOO! «. CLOSE! 


ON 


vA, 


TOLD YOU WE  Y HOW'D 1 KNOW y=] 
OUGHTA BROUGHT HEHADA ~ 

HIM ALONG ! NOSE LIKE A \W 
BLOODHOUND? )\))f 


fC Oe centiemen... 


Y { WHO ARE YOU GUYS? WHERE ARE 
BEG YOU...DON'T YOU TAKING 
FLY AT AN ALTITUDE HIGHER THAN RUFFIANS! PROBABLY 
“TWELNE HUNDRED FEET! IT AFFECTS ) | | FOREIGN AGENTS! 
THE COW'S MILK! 


PLOTTING TO USE BERNICE 
FOR THEIR OWN EVIL 


NAN 
NGS Pee 


SHUT UPN 
AND GIVE ME 


YEAH oe. THEY ¥ 
GOT QUITE A 


[NO...WE AIN'T FOREIGN 
AGENTS... AND WE 
AIN'T GANGSTERS... 


» HERE WE ARE! 


.IF YOUIRE NOT 
FOREIGN AGENTS. 


Y 


Z \ 


IN 72 


Y/ KNOW... I DON'T X 
MIND BEING A CROOK 
«BUT I CAN'T 
TAKE MUCH MORE 
OF THIS! = 


<7 mayse welt | 
4 FIND OUT WHAT 


YOU KIDDING ? 
I WOULDN'T GO IN 

THERE FOR A MILLION 
DOLLARS! 4 


a, YEAH..1 AIN'T Y 
LET'S GET OUTA CHICKEN... BUT 
ewe 1 CAN'T TAKE THIS 
NO MORE «+! 


210. DR.X 


{COME IN! COME IN! 
DON'T BE AFRAID! 


STEP UP! STEP UP! ARE, MY DEAR ... 
IT’S PERFECTLY ALL RIGHT! I’M SO GLAD TO SEE YOU! 


DO YOU MIND TELLING US 
WHAT THIS IS 
ALL ABOUT? 


= 


WHAT DO YOU MEANX PLEASE, SIR .. 
«KIND “2 You KNOW \ PONT SHOUT! 
THOUGHTFUL OF YOUTO VERY WELL A COUPLE] YOU'LL UPSET 
BRING HER TO ME! OF Your THUGS THIS LOVELY 
KIDNAPED US AND CREATURE! 
BROUGHT US HERE! 


ie . RN — 
ee NK 
ee SSN ¢ 42 


DR.X 211. 


APOLOGIZE 
\F MY BOYS WERE A LITTLE 
UNDIPLOMATIC! 


OKAY «+. FORGETTING 
THAT WE WERE 
DRAGGED HERE... 
NOw WHAT BO YOU 
p WANT.. ACHOO! ..- 
WITH US? 


aL IVE GOT TO] 


I DON’T CARE HAVE THEM! AND 


How BIG.. ACHOO! TLL SHOW YOu 
ACOLLECTOR YOu T—=\_WHY--! 
ARE! YOU CAN'T 
HAVE BERNICE AND 
p- DR.X! THEY'RE 
WORKING FOR 
THE GOVERNMENT! 


p52 1 NOw YOU/LL SEE) 
WHY I NEED 


DON'T WORRY, 
BERNICE! WE'LL BE 
BACK FOR YOU! 


[ MY NAME IS “RIMROCK E. 


RIMROCK” 0. AND TM PROBABLY 
THE RICHEST 

OKAY..SO MAN ALIVE ! 

YOU'RE RICH! 

WHAT'S THAT GOT 

TO DO WITH 


THIS WAY 
PLEASE, 
GENTLEMEN cool 


ACAOO! CHOO! 
«HOPE YOU DON'T 
MIND IF WE LEAVE 


UM THE BIGGEST COLLECTOR 
IN THE WORLD! AND NO FUNNY 
REMARKS ABOUT 
MY SIZE, EITHER! 


OSS Ahir 


SW a ieee 


BUT YOU'RE SHEDDING -.- ACHOO /... 
AND UNLESS I GET AWAY FROM 
NOU 1M GOING TO SNEEZE 

MY HEAD OFF tL 


(Nou SEE, GENTLEMEN 
+. THE WORLD'S 
MOST COMPLETE MINIATURE ZOO 


NOWHERE 
ELSE INTHE 
WORLD WILL YOU SEE SUCH A 


CULTURAL PROCESSES IN THEIZ 
LITTLE MINDS ! 


[A MINIATURE 
KANGAROO! 


GOSH .-. LL SAY 
ONE THING, MR. 
RIMROCK! YOU SURE HAVE COLLECTED 
SOME CUTE LITTLE 


3 
was 


STEP OVER HERE vie 
TO MY AUSTRALIAN 


A NEST OF 
KANGAROOS! 


PN OW ENTIRE COLLECTION] [ BERNICE AND DR.x HERE ARE 


OF MINIATURE ANIMALS| | ENGAGED IN VITAL WORK FOR 
1S COMPLETE EXCEPT FOR A COW! THAT'S OUR_GOVERNMENT... THEY CAN’T 
WHY I MUST HAVE BERNICE ! BE SPARED... 


THIS COLLECTION 
« AND ONE OR 
TWO LIVES 
MORE OR LESS 
WOULDN!T 


MY DEAR 

siz, I DON'T 

» BELIEVE YOU QUITE 
UNDERSTAND ME... 


DR.X 213. 


! i WHAT A DREADFUL 
GET HIM! ‘ i = mfoy EXPERIENCE! 


Sota Want y aera | 
E! iD E 
eas at yey Peds 


NO, THANKS t 

WE'RE FINE 
Emre? ) | ett fate: 
TIME } COME 


1 SAY .. DO YOU HAVE A 
SENSATION THAT GOMEONE 
IS BEHIND US ? 


3 


ai 
ACoA | 


SES 


—— eee A EULPHAGUS \@ 
CREEPIN! CAROLINUS! 
CATFISH! Je : 

- A 


WSS eee yf 


LARGEST 
BLACKBIRD I'VE EVER SEEN! THIS 
SHOULD MAKE AN INTERESTING REFORT 


FORGET THE REPORTS N 
DOC! THIS GUY ISN'T 


» o— 
eS 
HEAVENS! Mal S 
ANOTHER ONE! as 


COMMONLY \ [ 
KNOWN AS A 
BLACKBIRD! 
<a 


A ZOO OF MINIATURE 
LIONS AND “TIGERS — AND, 

WE HAVE “TO GET 

INTO THE LAIR 

OF AGIANT 
BLACKBIRD! 


(I BELIEVE 


THEY'RE TAKING 
US TO THEIR 


} [ con't worry! 


(EXTRAORDINARY! 


LOOK OUT, POC!] 


TLL THINK OF BEHIND You! 
SOMETHING ! 
. &f = 


we 


I DON'T LIKE TO 
ALARM YOU, POC.» 
BUT L THINK WE'RE 

IN TROUBLE! 


TL WOULDN'T ea 
Have missep JR 
THIS FOR 
ANYTHING! aaa 


DR.X 215. 


OF COURSE NOT! . GOSH.. 1 KNEW I SHOULD HAVE 
BLACKBIRDS ARE Ny t TAKEN OFF “THAT EXTRA SIX 
CREDITED WITH : 
EXCELLENT VISION! 
20-20,1 BELIEVE! 


ae 


AFTER ALL.. 
I SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO THINK 
OF SOMETHING... 


A BLACKBIRD'S MENTALITY 
IS RATHER LOW... WE 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
OUTSMART HIM! 


DOC «. IT DON'T 
THINK THIS 
CHARACTER IS 
KIDDING! 


= 


DOC! FOR PETE'S 


(HI, MICKEY) WHOT 
ARE YOU _ DOIN! WITH 
THEM BIG BLACKBIRDS ? 


SZ eV e”_ Faas ee 
SS Ate 
GAWRSH! WHERE AM 1? Sie ; 
WHUT HAPPENED ? ;— gg 
4S 


wa I N = \ 
= I DON’T WANT TO C WE'RE GONERS ! YUH GOTTA KNOW _WHUT TO DO! 
SEEM STUPID, MICKEY L USETA KEEP BLACKBIRDS FER 
++BUT WHUT ARE WE DOIN’ HERE ? 


SHUCKS! NOTHIN’ 
TO WORRY ABOUT! 


A FIGHTING FOR 
OvurR LIVES! 


an 


THEY'RE AWFUL z z GOOD OLD Ycgaw! F 
WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH THAT OLD TICKLISH «rae! GoorY! sh 

STRAW ? : 
THERE'S JUST ONE THING 
ABOUT BLACKBIRDS... 
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BUT... WE CAN'T KEEP THIS OP 
CONSTANTLY £ WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN WE STOP? 


x 
a 


I-TOLD YUH! 
BLACKBIRDS ARE AWFUL 
TICKLISH! ? 

L = Ss tf} 


HEY.. NO FAIZ! Now] 
I GOT ‘EM BOTH! 


HANG ON! IVE 
GOT AN IDEA! 


I THINK THERE'S] 


HURRY, MICKEY! CAN! SAREE. phy alee al 

LD é MUCH 
Bee eM OE ee gp 10. GO WHHTHS 
«BUT I CAN'T 


[MICKEY ... I CAN'T HOLD OUT 
MUCH LONGER! MUH ARMS ARE 
— N GETTIN’ WEAK! 


Ly — 
HOLD THE FORT! 
YUST ANOTHER.. 


NICE GOIN! 
MICKEY! 7/5 


THATS RIGHT, \ 
KIDS! GET OUT 


OF HERE! 


[THATS OUTSMARTINY 
THEM OLD BIRDS! 


WENE GOT 
"lO GET OLT OF HERE, 


—————— 


THERE'S THE DOOR 
WE CAME IN: 


(THAT WASN'T THE 
BRIGHTEST THING 
YOU EVER DID! 


[THU WHOLE PLACE ¥; 
1S ON FIRE ooo! 


GOSH , GOOF Y.. WE CAN‘T 
LEAVE ALL THOSE LITTLE 
ANIMALS HERE! FE z on 


[ THERE'S YOUR FRIEND, 


BERNICE ! 2 — 
COUGH! 


COUGH! 
MOoo ! 


ce 2) 
ee — MICKEY! THU 
Sl FIRE'S BURNIN’ 
THUH PLACE DOWN.--! 
= = c 


FIRST HELP ME 5 
WHATHE LITTLE 
ANIMALS! 


[I \GE aS | 
S GOING! ACL 


A 
MULE! THE BUILDING'S 
BURNING DOWN! 


COME ON, FOLKS! DON'T PANIC! 
EVERYBODY OUT! ~===0~ 


[WHY'D 1 HAVE TO 
PICK A MULE ? 
COME ON, YOU OR 


PGNEUSA 
ERE! 


NO, WE AIN'T | NN 


——— 


SZ aS ¢ I THINK WE GOT) 
HURRY! THE BUILDING'S 7 EVERYBUPDY! 
JLST ABOUT TO WR AN 
COLLAPSE! ‘ 2 


——— [THERE'S BEEN A 
NOW, THIN, WHAT/S ALL FIRE... MOSTLY BECAUSE 
THE DIVVILMENT 7 ——— 


you MEAN 
MR. RIMROCK ... 


THANK YEZ , MICKEY... 

MR. RIMROCK’/S A BIT 

ODD IN THE HEAD... 
— UT HE'S GOOD IN THE HEART! 


OKAY, MR. | 
RIMROCK «+. 
WE WON'T PROSECUTE ... BUT WE'VE 


pe 
AND SHE 

WAS ALL 1 NEEDED 

TO COMPLETE MY 
COLLECTION! 


Lr TO 


GOT TO TAKE 


{2'D BE SHAMED TO ARRIST HIM, 


MICKEY! «4. HIM JUST DONATIN’ A BIG 
SUM TO THE 

POLICE WIDOWS 
AND ORPHANS Ft 


AN' ME FER HOME AND A GOOD 
SORRY , GOOF Y-. YOU 

HAVE TO GO W'!TH 

BERNICE! THE 

GOVERNMENT SORT 

OF OWNS YOU 


YOU SEE , GOOFV 
+e. THE 
GOVERNMENT WAS 


USING You AS A 
RESEARCH 
SCIENTIST! 


WE'LL SEE WHO'S 
LOONY Now ! 

Ts mo \ 

: WHO'S HE CALLIN’ 
[i \ oy “DocTOR’? 


RIDICLLOUS ! 
THIS IS DR.**K” 


Just A MINUTE 
= E OF COURSE! 


GENTLEMEN... HE 
ISN'T WHO YOU THINK 


You HAD SOME SORT OF A 
HEAD INJURY... A BRAIN UPSET... 
THAT TRANSFORMED 
YOU INTO A KIND 
OF GENIUS... 


{ Doctor! WE'VE 


BEEN LOOKING : 
EVERYWHERE FOR YOU! 


WELL .. HE 19 «. AND HE 
ISN'T! YOU GEE ...GOOFY HAD 


A HEAD INSURY WHICH... IN 
SOME WAY ...CHANGED HIS 
BRAIN PROCESSES INTO 


THE GENIUS 


IM AFRAID 


NOw, JUST TAKE IT 
THAT FIRE 


EASY, MICKEY... WE/LL 
GET YOU TO A DOCTOR 


XY YAH...VE THOUGHT 
YOU VERE IN 
DERRIBLE 
DRUBBLE ! 
WAIT A MINUTE... 
WATCH THEM WHISKERS ! 


V7 
GOOFYS MIND 
HAS GONE, AS VELL! 
BACK TO ITS DR.Y*K"'S 


GENIUS... IN 


ORIGINAL ... 
DER WRONG 


ER... 
PRIMITIVE 
CONDITION! 


SO LONG , 
FELLERS! IF MY 
BRAIN DOES ANOTHER FLIP-FLOP... 
AND L BECOME A GENIUS 
AGIN.. I/LL GIT IN 
“TOUCH WITH 


GAWRSH...-THET | 


WAS SWELL OF 
IMR. BEAMISH TO GIVE ME BERNICE! 
SHE'S SURE A CUTE 
LITTLE THING! 


DON'T FORGET.. 
HE SAID IT WAS 


Nima g 
Nia LE 
wate Zee 


THIS PAN OF 
BUTTERED 


NOPE! SHE WON‘T GO 
FER THE ARTICHOKE Wi Be 
READY INA 
MINUTE oo! 


[WELL, GOOFY... Ves — 
NOW YOU'RE YEAH oe. AN! IT 
AN —EX-GENIUS! ] SURE FEELS GOOD 


YOu'D BETTER | 
TAKE HER WITH 
YOU! SDR. X" coe 
GOOFY... 1S THE 
ONLY ONE WHO 
KNOWS HOWTO 
FEED HER! | 


HERE'S BERNICE, 
THE MIRACLE 
COW! I BELIEVE 
SHE'S GOVERNMENT 


<\_TO BE MY OWN 


SIMPLE, 


[BUT I DON'T REMEMBER 
WHUT I FED HER..! WANT GRASS 


EITHER ! GOSH, BERNICE... 


WHAT CAN WE DO? 
AA UM AFRAID YOU'RE 
GOING TO STARVE 


LOOKS LIKE 
SHE DOESN'T 
WANT THIS OATMEAL! 


IT’S NOUSE! BERNICE 1S 
ee MINNIE oe SHE DOESN'T || GONNA STARVE! 
I KNEW WE COULD DEFEND ON LIKE THEM! I KNOW IT aoe 
YOU «008 


NO ONE .. MAN OR 
BEAST.. HAS EVER BEEN 
ABLE TO RESIST MY 
CHEESE DUMPLINGS! 


I CANT EVEN GIT] 
HER TO TAKE A 
DRINK OF WATER..! 


I'M GOING TO CALL THE (LOOK! SHE'S Y MY PRIZE “EARLY 
STATE AGRICULTURAL EATIN’ se! xq 
SCHOOL AND SEE 


WHERE'S BERNICE? 
bn 


NO USE! We've ~Y 


INTHE BOOK FROM 
ASPARAGUS TO ZUCCHINI! 


LOOK «.. SHE PASSES UP THE 
ORDINARY ROSES AND EATS ONLY I/LL SEE SHE 
THE PRIZE ‘EARLY BLOOMERS”! GITS FED! 


7 
a 

Os Herteern, 
S Aviat 


— WHY? JUST __] [ULL PLANT A WHOLE YARD [ AINT THAT SUMP/N! SLEEPIN’ 
. ! 
LTTHINK YOu'vVE CAUSE SHE LIKES | | FULL OF ‘EMI JUST LIKE A BABY! 
FOUND YOURSELF eee 
: YOU'LL BE 


VERY HAPPY 
TOGETHER ! 


pluto’s 
PUNCTURED 
ROMANCE 


-AND- 


LL’L DAVY 


WICK BY MOUSE 


REGISTERED 


“DAVY... LI'L DAVY... MICKEY’S PAL TO THE END!” 


erhaps it’s appropriate that the Mickey Mouse comic strip, once 

populated with zombies, rampaging robots and attacking aliens, 

would finally be diminished and ultimately defeated by the one- 
eyed monster: television. How ironic, then, that TV also supplied Mickey 
Mouse with its last burst of absurdist adventure. 

Insofar as (A) Mickey’s strip was a part of the synergistic Disney 
universe, and (B) the “Davy Crockett” episodes that aired on the 
Disneyland TV series, produced by Mickey’s own strip scribe Bill Walsh, 
were creating a full-fledged pop culture craze, what could be more 
natural—at least for the wildly imaginative Walsh—than (C) adding a 
Davy Crockett element to the venerable comic strip? 

Yet few could have foreseen the bizarre form this element took: not a 
visit from Crockett himself, buta buckskin-clad child striding into Mouseton, 
carrying a mini-version of Crockett’s rifle Old Betsy—called Young Betsy! 
This “Li’l Davy” embodies many qualities of Disney’s big Davy—bravery, 
self-reliance, respect for nature; as delineated by Gottfredson, he is an 
appealing freckle-faced little guy with a (literally) disarming grin. Walsh 
was never one to get bogged down in explanations, so—even though 
Davy goes on an extended visit to his woodland tree fort with Morty as a 
sidekick—it’s never exactly clear if Lil Davy isa Crockett-obsessed modern 
kid ora time-traveling tyke from 19" century frontier America. 

Utilized as a gentle satire on modern civilizational mores, the pint- 
sized pioneer’s frontier ways are foisted upon Mickey. Both Mickey and 
Morty are forced to forego their normal TV-watching (what? And miss 
Disneyland?) to go to bed with the setting sun. The buckskin-clad boy is the 


proverbial backwoods “bumpkin” whose ways may seem primitive, but who 
triumphs over the shallow aspects of modern, materialistic life. Beyond 
that, Walsh presumably reveled in both saluting and gently parodying 
the millions of Crockett-crazed kids who were following his pop culture 
sensation. Walt Disney himself was a full-on supporter of the character’s 
inclusion in the strip, judging by his posing for a June 1955 publicity photo 
with a Li'l Davy cardboard cut-out standee at Disneyland Park. 

A mere ten weeks after Li’l Davy arrived, an even more bizarre 
character was added to the mix. Enter Jiminy Cricket—who, since he is 
no fool (no siree), jumps on the Crockett-craze bandwagon, rebranding 
himself as “Jiminy Crockett.” The Comic Strip Department thought 
‘Jiminy Crockett” would be a great publicity push, but his arrival 
completes the strip’s slide into complete Walshian abstractionism. At 
this point Li’l Davy and Jiminy Crockett take over the strip for days at a 
time, leaving Mickey entirely out of his own comic strip. It’s the final step 
in Mickey’s unfortunate descent into middle-class straight man. 

The order to abandon continuities came down from King Features 
midway through this story, indicating that “Li’l Davy” doesn’t end the 
way Walsh and Gottfredson intended—even though they manage to slam 
the brakes on Davy by means of a different sort of modern-day hunter, a 
truant officer. Mickey Mouse uninspiringly went on to settle into decades 
of comedic non-continuity; but thanks to Li’l Davy and Jiminy Crockett, 
the strip at least bade farewell to its continuity-driven glory days with a 
surreal bang worthy of Young Betsy. 

—Jim Fanning 


WELL «+. THAT'S THAT! | 


THINK T'LL GET MORTY 
AND WE'LL COOK UP A FISHING 


3 WAS LOOKING \/ 
FOR PL :r 
Hl, MORTY... I 
WAS JUST STARTING |, CANT FING HIN 
TO WORRY ABOUT J2X 


YOU'RE RIGHT, MORTY! ITIS 


A DOG! 
IT SURE LOOKS 


al BEAT! 
H 


COME “TO THINK OF IT.. 
I HAVEN'T SEEN MORTY 


SINCE WE GOT BACK! 
MOR 


SOUVENIR AS USUAL! 


POOR LITTLE 
THING! I WONDER 
WHERE PLUTO 
FOUND IT... 


[HE DIDN'T LEAVE A NOTE ON 
THE BOARD AS HE USUALLY 


DOES! FUNNY! 


[PLUTO.. HAVEN'T I TOLD YOU A 


HUNDRED TIMES NOT TO BRING 
THAT SUNK IN? 


GEE, UNCA 
MICKEY ». IT’S NOT 
JUNK! TL THINK 
ITSA DOG! 
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PLUTO WILL BE ALL. 
RIGHT ... BUT I DON'T 
KNOW ABOUT THIS 

LITTLE ONE! 


LOOKS LIKE 


WHAT DO 
EXHAUSTION 


YOU THINK , 
DOCTOR? 


RIGHT ! 


ULL TAKE CARE 

OF THE POOCHES, 
MORTY «2s YOU 
PHONE THE DOCTOR! 


IKNOW, PLUTO... BUT 
WE'VE DONE 
EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE...! 


ATE THAT 
NIGHT. | / COME ON, PLUTO... 
GET SOME SLEEP! 
YOU NEED YOUR SLEEP AS MUCH 
AS THE LITTLE GUY DOES...! 


WE'VE GOT TO WAIT | 
AND SEE «ot 
GEE ... 1/M GLAD 
PLUTO'S OKAY... BUT 
THE OTHER ONE... 


[ SOMETIMES DOGS 


COME ON, BABY ) 


222 YOU CANT 
GET WELL IF YOU DON'T TAKE 
YOUR MEDICINE ! 


SHE'S AWFUL 
SICK, UNCA MICKEY... 


228. PLUTO’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE 


/WHAT/S HE GONNA DO 
WITH THOSE OLD 


LEAVES ? 
WAIT A 


MINUTE «+. 


KNOW WHAT'S 
BETTER MEDICINE FOR THEM THAN 


b DOCTORS DO..$ 
LOOK! SHE'S 


NIBBLIN! ee 


WHATEVER THEY ARE ..-THEY 
SEEMTO BE PUTTING NEW LIFE 
INTO HER! 


(LOOKS LIKE PLUTO'S 
TAKING CHARGE ! 


CC cute errtte 
K SSTHING oa! 


Wu HI £. LITTLE WEAK ) 


ON HER PINS! 
BUT SHE SEEMS TO BEAL 


OT BETTER! 


EASY, Now, 
PLUTO... EASY, 
I/M NOT GOING TO HURT HER! 


\ [600d OLD Doctor 


PLUTO! IT/LL NEVER 
CALL YOU DUMB AGAIN ! 


(iL WAS JUST 


GOING TO PET 
HERS WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 
You, PLUTO? 


PLUTO'S GONNA 
HAVE SOME COMPETITION! 
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GOT A LOT OF ADMIRERS ALREADY ! 


SHE'S 
BLEMAK! 
SSI 


ew 


/ Yi 7 
TUT weer... sxes 1 THINK 
i aaa " CERTAINLY ° A TROUW aan 
Ny Pra Cyyo 
: cc at 


WELL... IT PUT I KNOW YOU'RE SWEET ON HER, HE'S REALLY MAD, 
AN AD_ INTHE PLUTO... BUT MAYBE SHE UNCA MICKEY... ! 
“LOST AND FOUND"..TO SEE IF WE BELONGS TO SOME LITTLE 
CAN FIND “THE OWNER OF THE BOY OR GIRL} «THEY MAY 
LITTLE FPOOCH! BE HEARTBROKEN -..! 


GEE... AREN'T 
WE GOING TO \ 
KEEP HER...? Jy’ : 


I READ YOUR WELL «. WAS IT 
AD INTHE ‘“BITTYKINS” ? 
‘LOST AND FOUND”! IT SOUNDS 
LIKE AY LITTLE DOG fa 
BITTYKINS”! SHE'S OUTIN 
BACK! GO ‘ROUND, 
AND T/LL MEET 
YOU THERE ! 


230. PLUTO’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE 


(GOSH, NO ... SHE'S TOO 
SISSY-LOOKING! I GUESS 
WE DIDN'T LOSE A DOG! 


VP HEV! WEILL TAKE HER , MISTER 
w. SHE FIGHTS GOOD ' 


WE CAME TO GEE 
IE WE LOST THE 
YOU ADVERTISED 


SORRY, BOYS! 
YOU DIDN'T 
LOSE A DOG... 
REMEMBER & 


= BOY...PLUTO HAS 
SURE FALLEN 

COMPLETELY FOR THE LITTLE POOCH 
+» OH-OH..HERE COMES TROUBLE! 


eas eee — 
Whg wh. whe 


AND LOVE GOES 'ROUND 
ANP ‘ROUND! 


POOCH, AND SHE BEATS HIM 
UP AND LEAVES WITH 
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N [MAMAS PRECIOUS BABY-DOLL... 
MY CUDDLY, LOVABLE BALL OF 


YOU 
LITTLE DOG...AND I LOST ONE, YARN! SHE'S JUST (SNIFF) 


SO.... BABYKINS! 


DARLING 


( ...BUT (SNIFF) SHE ISN'T MINE! 
N ae Quct 


mae aed 


OH-NO! WHERE HAVE YOU 
TWO BEEN? 


(Bch 


———-—"! CLEANING 
PRESSING 


NO_DOUBT ABOUT 
IT! SHE BELONGS 
TO ME! 


WELL ..IT NEVER SAW HER 
BEFORE, BUT..HMMM...MOST 
INTERESTIN'! NO LICENSE! 


232. PLUTO’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE 


(...THEN WE SHALL CONSIDER 
YOUR PROPER APPLICATION 
FOR D! REQUIRED TAG! 


(You CAN'T BY-PASS THE TO-wiTS 
AND WHEZEFORES OF D’ REGULATIONS! 
WE HAVE TO MAKE OUT THE PROPER 
PAPERS AND IMPOUND HER... 


BUT I CAN'T LET 
YOU TAKE HER! 
I DON'T KNOW WHO SHE BELONGS TO! 
CAN'T I PAY FOR 
HER LICENSE 
HERE AND NOWZ 


BUDDY-BOy, WE'RE J 
T'VE COME LAD TO GIVE 
TO PAY FOR YOU D' POOCH AND 
D'LICENSE FREE J 
OF CHARGES IF YOU 
PROMISE NEVER TO 
LET HER GET IN HERE 


SHE'S DISRUPTED MY_ ~~] WE DON'T WANT HER...SHE'S NOT 
ESTABLISHMENT HORRIBLY, A DESIRABLE CUSTOMER! 
Bur. NO END! SHE WHIPPED 
Poonr ALL D' LADY DOGS 


1) AND CAUSED 
UNDERSTAND...! Is 
MAAYHEM. “4 Q 
— 


AMONGST D! 


y 
Z 


7 
WELL, I RENEWED WELL-L...IF NO ONE 
THE AD IN THE COMES FOR HER WITHIN 
“LOST AND FOUND"! SURE HOPE THE LITTLE A NONTH, WE'LL 
DOG'S OWNER SHOWS CONSIDER KEEPING 


GOSH... TIME SURE PASSES SLOw, 
DOESN'T ITZ 


S'POSE NO ONE 
EVER COMES FOR HER! 
CAN WE bee HER 
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a —_— 


(LG Qe 


{ V'D TAKE HER HOME... 
BUT IT'D NEVER DO WITH 
MY NEARSIGHTED WIFE! 


NOPE...'FRAID 
SHE'S NOT THE 


PE 
DOG WE LOST! CUTE, THOUGH! + 
BAU cee FEL!’ 1 DON'T 
{ I'M SORRY... UNDERSTAND... 
OD | ar 
“ q 007 A \& 


234. PLUTO’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE 


OOPNESS... SHE GOT AWAY! 


POOR LITTLE THING! 


FOK A BALL OF “YARN 
AND KNIT A SOCK OUT OF HER! 


WOULD TURN UP AND CLAIM THAT 
B LITTLE DOG! 


RY WE'D BETTER GO| [ 


OUT AND RESCUE 


OSH... THAT LITTLE 
fae THAT CAT eee} 


DOG'S AN AWFUL 
GOOD FIGHTER! 


a 
ere 


HEY! WATCH IT, | 
LITTLE FELLA..! 


EN TO THE 
POOR LITTLE THING... 


/ OH, I DUNNO...1 THINK SHE CAN 
TAKE CARE OF HERSELF? 
= er) 
& 
AY 


Ae : 


I ieee 
UPITER! 


yeare | 
ceed FS 


SK 


PLUTO’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE 235. 


PN TTT ( waat atorev! 
SHE'S CHASED 
EVERY CAT OUT OF THE NEIGHBORHOOP! 
THE MAILMAN'S AFRAID TO DELIVER. 
THE MAILS NOW LOOK... 


PLUTO woe T/A 

ASHAMED OF YOu! 
LETTING THIS LITTLE POOCH MAKE A 
CHUMP OUT OF YOu! 


‘vee LITTLE WHITE | 


DOG ANSWERING 
TO_NAME OF ‘BOO-BOO! ! PLEASE 
INFORM MADEMOISELLE CLOU-CLOU 


SO THAT/S WHO THE 
LITTLE DOG BELONGSTO ! 


236. PLUTO’S PUNCTURED ROMANCE 


\ [ SAY... HERE'S SOMETHING IN 


[ PLUTO... HOW CAN 
YOu BE SO DUMB? 


SHE'S SURE GOT PLUTO FOOLED! 
HE THINKS SHE'S A SWEET, 


DELICATE THING ...! Py 
gill 
v 4 


THE LOST AND FOUND... 
‘STRAYED OR STOLEN..LITTLE 
WHITE DOG ANSWERING TO 
ee THE NAME OF... 


[/MADEMOISELLE CLOU-CLOU! I/VE 
: BROUGHT ...! 
AG) oe 

/ Z 


# V n ZG a 
/ > 


DANN +++ DA-A“AVY CROCKETT ! 


[ euT 1 FOUND HER LITTLE POOCH! GHE'S] 
KING OF THE WILD FRONTIER +o! 
3 Is + 


GRATEFUL AND... 


HI, MINNIE ..ER oD 
WAS JUST..ER eee 


L UNDERSTAND 
PERFECTLY ! 


ae, 
ets 


©, 
aE See 


AUNT MINNIE MAD ABOUT a! SANY-~ Davy CROCKETT! 
SOMETHING? KING OF THE wiLp FRONTIER! 


«AND THE WAY I FEEL 
Now, 1 NEVER WANT "TO 
SEE YOU AGAIN! 


THAT YOU 
SINGING, MORTY? 


THAT SONG HAS STOPPED! 


L THOUGHT I WAS HEARING THINGS! 


THeee it * 
GOES AGAIN..! 
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THERE'S THAT |) PULL GET HIM THIS ( HOWDY, MISTER +.» GOT ANY BARS 
VOICE AGAIN! | | TIME! IVE JUST YOU WANT GRINNED POWN ? 


1D SURE ADMIRE |_| 


A SLAB OF B/AR 
COMING 
MEAT ... OR MEBBE 1 
NAVAL ee ARON ou RIGHT UP! 
HOLD MUCH WITH THEM A SPECK O! POSSUM (eae) 
KIND OF CITY EATING. vs ———| 


GRINNIN/ THEM 
CRITTERS DOWN! 


a 


sf 


(LOOK OUT! THERE'S (A GeizzLy B’AR! DONT MOVE! f 
A BIAR BEHINT YUH, 2 I GOT THE CRITTER IN MUH SIGHTS!} 
MISTER! 


A BAR MEAT 
SANDWICH ! 


238. LVL DAVY 


DON'T FRET, | [ IN A CAGE LIKE THIS 
HOLD ON! "THAT’S MISTER! I USES A REAL 
ee NOT TERRIBLE 
PLUTO OTA RA - 


: WHEN I GRINS THIS CRITTER'S DYIN' 
\-* A BAR TO DEATH = 
{ .. HE STAYS GRINNED! of (tuinic = 
= YOU'VE GOT HIM 
Now! 


you sure \[ I KNOW IT'S ‘DAVY... BUT 
ARE GOOD AT WHAT'S YOUR REAL NAME? 


GRINNIN: DOWN *B/ARS”“! WHAT'S 


mee KINDA HARD -..! 


L JIST 
NAT/CHERLLY 
GRINS HIM TO DEATH! 


~“!..AEBEE! THATS TWELVE BARS 
ALREADY TODAY ! 


[SuST PLAIN “Davy” 


eee THATS ALL! 
TARNATION! ANOTHER B’AR! 


LVLDAVY 239. 


(HOW ABOUT THAT?! 
GRINNED HIMSELF 
TO SLEEP! 


SURE, MISTER... L] [FUNNY LITTLE LAD! 
VLU JUST PRACTICE] | WONDER WHERE 
WAIT “Tite LLUP ONMY DEADLY GRIN...! HE CAME FROM... 
I GET INTO Pe 

SOME CLOTHES! 


YEP... 1 KETCHED ME 
A SURE-NUFF INJUN ! 


I SET ATRAP 
FER * 


ER ‘EM! 


MR. SLOCUM «oe 
THE MAILMAN! 


CAN'T FOOL THAT'S THE LI DON'T KNOW HOW HE KNOWS 
ME! oe VD SILLIEST THING IT ee BUT HE'S RIGHT! MY 
NOW AN I EVER HEARD! GRANDPAPPY WAS A CHOCTAW 
NOW, SEE HERE INDIAN oo A CHIEF ! 
VV ee = 


, 
HOLD ONY «+ Bay, 
ON MICKEY. CROCKETT,,, 
“2. Los 
>= 7 x coe 


ASMIES aia Wik DON'T HOLD MUCH | 
Ko [SS WITH “TURNIN’ 

THIS INJUN LOOSE! HE LOOKS A MITE 
UNFRIENDLY ! 


ai 


N 


240. LI’L DAVY 


@ LAVA Sods Sd ay GOGO! ANY ALWAYS) | SAY 100 HAVEN'T SET 
1 LIKES TO BE u NY AAORE TRAPS 
PEACE TREATY'S = AROUND Heeees 


DAVY .. IT OUGHT TO HAND YOU 
OVER TO YOUR MOTHER FOR 


aan ———<—————— | ( 


OKAY, DANY «1 NO SFANKING! 


GRINNED YUH DOWN! 
IT WORKS EV’RY TIME! 


sulle 


[ L/LL ee. OH, TRYING TO 
— ME DOWN, EH? 


LOOK AT THEM 
FOOTPRINTS ! 

BELONG ‘TO SOME 
BIG CRITTER! 
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MUST BE SOME Ww 
SURE MUST BE A OUTLANDISH THING, 


vel FROM 
TARNAL CRITTER ee! You 


LETS HAVE =\ ( FINE! ME 'N! 
DAVY'LL. HUNT 

DOWN THUH 

NITTLES! 


DAVY, SURE WE’RE DOIN’ THE 
RIGHT THING 2 


OUTDOOR, 
ROAST 
TONIGHT! 


) [Lets cut rr our, 
SHALL WE? YOU'RE 
SCARING THE 
ANIMALS «oe! 
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COURSE THEZE AIN'T NO LAW SAYS} 
YOU CAN'T BE FORCED INTO EATIN’ 
A SOoDpy! 


NOw, DAVY ... YOU KNOW \ 
COME ON, DAVY +. MUST FRONTIERSMEN NEVER ET SODIES! 
GIT THESE VITTLES HOME! 


SHORE... 


SOURS 
\ 


AIN'T GOOD SENSE TO 
RILE A CRITTER WITH 
A RIFLE IN HIS HAND! 


VY 


MICKEY ! THAT AIN'T NO 
VACUUM CLEANER SALESMAN! 


NONSENSE! HE DOESN! T 


THAR'S INJUNS AROUND! 
MEAN REAL INDIANS!.. 
ny. 


1 CAN FEEL 
aN 


ee 


eeebLl‘L BETSY 
HERE WOULD'VE 
CLIPPED YORE 
FEATHER ! 


WHO'S THIS 
RACCOONHEAD? 


revert 


a: 
oy 
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Aarne TT MORTY «YOU AND DAVY GO | [CLet’s Gt WELL-L...JusT) 


US 
MORTY «ee MEET LI'L DAVY! OUT AND PLAY *‘INJUNS AND H SO'S HE REMEMBERS 
by FRONTIERSMAN” oe d 
Howpy! : fi { 


PLEASED TO ma 
MEET YOu, c 2 | 
DANY weed Ne =a, 
me A) a 1Mg\ wy, < ONG 


se ; [ WAIT-UM Wise oe (OKAY, RUBBER! ME 
t Ka oN | NO TRUST WHITE HU ‘ BRAVE..BUT ME 
GEAP' Be Cui POE ares Ti NOT STUPID! 


| [ LL 00 THE OLD REVERSE-SHO 
TRICK .. THEN HEAD FOR MY 


OKAY oeee INJUN 

CHIEF GO INTO 
WOOPS! YOU TRACK-UM DOWN! 
os = 


244. LIL DAVY 


ARMS SO THAT 


; LIYL DAVY 
WANTS TO PLAY INSUN AND FRONTIERSMAN, 
TRACK ME NOW! 


ALMOST TO MY SECRET CAVE! 
HE/LL NEVER FIND-+ 


= 2, 


Crm TOLER’BLE | 
GOOD AT 

GOOD JOB OF Y/ 

TRACKIN’ ME DowN, (WOOPRCRAFT! 

DAVY! YOu GOT HERE 

BEFORE I DID! 
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INJUN BROTHER FOLLEY ] 
: ME! 


INJUN AND DAVY NOW == 
BROTHERS! 


ACE 


DANY’S HOME | 
Now ALSO HOME 
R! 


CERTAIN! THIS | 
HERE'S ABIGAIL 


THIS FELLER IS — 
OBADIAH CROCKETT..! 


oy 
ES 


246. LI’L DAVY 


CROC! 


[WELCOME 10 


DAVY'S RESIDIN’ 


(AN! THIS HERE'S “DEATH HUG” 


KETT! Ne B 


CAREFUL! HEe/S GOTA )421 Geoww! 
1S HE REALLY A \ 4 es FEARFUL TEMPER! j Sek! 
GRIZZLY BEAR ? “4 


(THAT TARNAL CRITTER’S 
GONNA FRIGHTEN HISSELF 


Re FIERCE, AIN'T 7} 3 
E = Ee 
SURE MAKES TO DEATH ONE OF THESE DAYS! 


FEROCIOUS FACES! 


HE TELLS GREAT THAT/S CRAZY! 7 

YARNS OF THE OWLS ONLY SAY 

INJUN-FIGHTIN’ yes “WHO” .. THEY 
DAYS! 


[THAT'S REAL INTERESTIN’, SONNY ! \ 
TELL ME MORE «oe 


TALK eee $ 


TO BELONG TO AN 


OBADIAH, HERE, USED) J i A 
yi) 
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| e/a ALONE 2 
DAVY, DON'T TARNATION ! 


THIS TREE IS 


SQUIRRELS, 
BOBCATS «eee 


[ WT BT, Davy, You 
= HAVEN’ ANY 

NEWSPAPERS OR RADIO OR TELEVISION 

ees HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON? 


248. LI’L DAVY 


(TEACHER? HOW CAN 


AN OWL TEACH YO! 
ANYTHING? J>=== 


NOW, SONNY ++ 


 [...8EES, BUTTERFLIES, JAVS, 


CATBIRDS , REDHEAD ere 


FOREST NEWSPAPER’S JUST 


N GOIN’ TO PRESS! LISTEN...! 


... YOU KINDA 


HURT MY FEELIN‘ SEE? HE'S 
ALREADY 


TEACHIN’ 


TM SORRY,OBADIAH )4 
+ T DIDN'T MEAN 
TO. OUCH! 


[ YOU'RE THE ONE SHOULD BE 


LONELY ! YOU DON'T LIVE WITH 
NOTHIN’ BUT 
PEOPLE! ;- 


HERE’S THE NEWS! *MISSUS 
WOODCHUCK’S GOT FIVE NEW YOUNG 
‘UNS! «DENNY THE SKUNK SAYS 

ALL WALKIN’ CRITTERS 


SHUNTERS COMIN’ DOWN “THE 
OLD FOREST KOAD..!” 
YOU SURE, 
DIMSY 2 


“NEW QUEEN BEE 

S MOVED IN WITH 
N. CHER COLONY DOWN BY THE OLD 
SYCAMORE 00” 


[HUNTERS SHORE ENOUGH! AMATOORS! 
SHOT UP DIMSY'S 
TAIL FEATHERS! 


SAY 0-6 THIS 
FELLOWS A 
GOOD REPORTER! 


\ == YT VET had 


YH SEE NOW WHY T 
PREFER CRITTERS TO 
PEOPLE? 


a J 
LE THEY'RE SURE © Y VARMINTS LIKE _) // 
TRIGGER HAPPY! }) SEM GINE HONEST 
> — ZA HUNTERS A BAD 
epn mt! EERSTE! 
FEN 


Y 
eG 
OC. 


eh 
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{| THOSE TARNAL |) 
IDIOTS'RE STARTIN! 
PAV/RITE SCENERY ! 


TO CHO 


.) ess 
mn ind 
ye 2. = Sey" oA 


Me be Se a 


LES < iy = 
a Gah 
wy, Te | 
SY ee 
WLU = ow EN 


SSR CHARGE FIOM \ F 

See ~ THE RIGHT! 

< aa ) ons 

Y CRITTERS FROM ~ oe | 
a NY MG 


THOSE HUNTERS! 


[NOW, DEATH-HUG.. CHARGE TO 
“THE REAR! 


250. LI’L DAVY 


THAT/S DEATH-HUG'S 


[ TARNATION, NO.. 


Yur... OL’ METHOOSELAN'S Ba, | | METHOOSELAN LIKES 


ALITTLE RILED! pes 


ALL RIGHT, YOU 
VARMINTS... NOW GIT ! 


V... METHOOSELAM ou) 
GITS RILED WHEN ANY VARMINTS START ) 4 
PICKIN! ON_ HIS GREAT-GREAT- : 
GREAT-GREAT- : ; 


[...11S SES’ 
RIFLE GUNS 


CAUGHT HIS “TAIL INA TRAP LAST 
WEEK ...AND HE/S STILL POWERFUL 
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THANKS FER HELPIN’ 
ME GIT RID OF THOSE 


HUNTERS... MISTER JAY, 
KIN Z HAVE A WORD 


GOSH, LI/L DAVY... 
THE CRITTERS 
WHAT YOU 
TELL'EM! 


LYL DAWY... I SURE 
ADMIRE THE WAY 
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DANY! You 
THROWING “THE 
A MOTHER BIRD OUT 
OF HER OWN NEST... ? 


PEOPLE THE WAY YOu 
HELP ANIMALS ovo! 


I BEEN 
THINKIN! ABOUT THAT +0! 


AFTER ALL I 


BEEN TRYIN! TO 

TEACH YUH ABOUT HONESTY! TAKE 
IT BACK TO THEM HUNTERS WHERE 
IT BELONGS! 


COWBIRD THAT WAS TRYIN! “TO TAKE 
OVER THE LARK’S NEST! 


V 


WHY DON'T \ SHUCKS+-FOLKS 
1S SO MIXED UF 
IT MIGHT TAKE 

ME “TW 


f YOU'LL BEIN CHARGE , Per UG |, 
os DEATH-HUG .. HOLD THE x IN'T CRYI 
FRIENDS..L GOT SOME é 
CHORESTO DO! SOME : FORT TILL 1 GIT BACK eset IS HE? — 


HUMAN CRITTERS 
NEED HELP! 


[7 KNOW SUMPN? 
oes HE AINST 
KIDDING! 


7 ONE McK... 


LiL DAVYS 
GOING TO VISIT US A WHILE ! 


FIGGER IT 
MIGHT TAKE 


TWO E 
beee( GOT AN IMPORTANT = ey Bi TREE 
wT CHORE TO DO! 


MAM.» ATARNAL ) 
FOOLISH HAT LIKE 


UNCA MICKEY, ) [HOW DO YOULIKE MY NEW 
YOu OUGHT TO HAT? ISN'T IT THE 
SEE HOW BRAVE LI'L DAVY IS WITH ABSOLUTE END? 
ANIMALS oe0e HE eee | 
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I DON'T HOLD \ 


WITH WIMMIN 
FOLK TRAIPSIN’ AROUND ... WEARIN/ 
SUCH TARNAL FRIVVLE ON THEIR HEADS! 


BY SOON AND T/LL 
BAKE YOU SOME 
COCKIES ! 


NOTHIN’ BUT 
BAR MEAT! 


PIE NC 


BUT, LI’L DAVY.. THERE 


ARE SOME 
PROGRAMS I WANT TO SEE 
—— SAI 


GOOD! MORTY'S BEEN 
STAYING UP TOO LATE 
LATELY! 


WIMMIN FOLK 1S MEANT TO 
COOK AN! WASH AN’ SEW....! 


PWIMMIN IS LIKE 


CERTAIN TRIBES — 
OF INDIANS! ‘LESS'N YOU HANDLE 
THEM FIRM... THEYLL MASSACREE 


YuH! 


NEVER SAW ANYONE 
HANDLE MINNIE AS 


NEATLY AS YEAH... 
LiL DAVY JUST 


FIXED HER WITH THAT 


[ LL Davy's A GOOD 
INFLUENCE FOR MORTY! 
HE... HUH 2 
You Too, 
MISTER! 


_ 

SUN'S GONE DOWN! 

STEADY EYE,AND SHE [eat | TIME FER ALL SELF-RESPECTIN! 
| 


WAIT .. I/VE GOT 
FOUR OR FIVE HOURS 


WATCHIN! “TO DO BEFORE I GO TO 
= BED we! 


HE-MEN TO GIT 
TO BED oo! 


ful DAVY SURE 
HAS A MIGHTY 
PERSUASIVE WAY ABOUT HIM! 


254. LVL DAVY 


OKAY, LI'L DAVY | [ SURE IS A MIGHTY : WE DON'T DAST WAKE HIM, UNCA 
we YOUR BED’S | }7 ONCOMFORTABLE BEP! MICKEY! THEN HE'LL FALL FOR 


MISTER..GIT TO 

BED..OR I/LL HAVE TO USE THE 

OLD *“CROCKETT STEADY EYE” ON 
YUH, FULL, FORCE ! 


IM GOING OUT!) 
IT'S TOO EARLY 
FOR BED...! 


TLL JUST DROP_OVER TO 
GOOFY'S FOR A... 
y MY CLOTHES ! 


INTHUH WOODS, \ [(WELL ... 1'M GLAD HE'S 
GROWN-UP NOT TWINS! ONE MORE 

CRITTERS GOTO | |CROCKETT TYPE AROUND 

SLEEP SAME TiMe| | HEZE, AND T'D... 

AS THUH YOUNG 

SUNS! NOW GIT 

SLEEPIN’! 


BUT, LI/L DAVY... 
GROWNDPS DON'T 
GOTO BED THIS 


|N\EANTIME ws DOWNSTAIRS». z= 
Sl SN cs | 


ee 
WAAL ...WAAL »+ THIS HERE 
SEEMS A LIKELY-LOOKIN’ 
SETTLEMINT! 
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NOW oe A 
LITTLE FIDDLE 


MUSIC AFORE L EATS MY RATIONS! 


JSIMINY CRICKET 
ee ER oe CROCKETTH 
IM TARNAL GLAD TO SEE YUH } 


LIL DAVY! IT’S M'LASSES-NIC 
TO MEET UP WITH YOU! 


CAIN'T BE! THUH MUSIC OF 


THUH S TENNESSEE 
(wo CANNONBALL “! 


} [HANDSUM NEW HEADPIECE a 
[| YUH GOT THAR! _ 


MADE IT OUTEN 
THUH PELT OF A 
CATERPILLAR TI 
Tee TYOTHER 


256. L’L DAVY 


NIGHTMARE ! 
\ I HEAR TWO 
Wy CROCKETTS 

SINGING! 


P 
Y, ITS NO 
NIGHTMARE, 
UNCA MICKEY! 
L HEAR IT, TOO! 


“MTAIN'T “CRICKET” ANY MORE... 
IT'S SSIMINY CROCKETT”! 


CHANGED MUH 
J 
ip 


NAME FOR 
REASONS ! 
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SO, YOU CHANGED ) 
{eo} 


FOR BUSINESS REASONS 7 
HOW COME ? 
——— 


>| JIMINY CROCKE TT! 


YOURE LOOKING 
fee PROSPEROUS! 


YUP! GOT A BIG 
CATERPILLAR RANCH 
OUT IN THUH HILLS! 


LIL DAVY, LETS 
CELLYBRATE BEIN’ 
TOGETHER AGAIN! 


V GOTTA KEEP UP WITH N 
THE TIMES , MICKEY ! 
AS PLAIN OLD JIMINY 
CRICKET 1 WASN’T 
GETTING 
ANYWHERE ! 


CATERPILLAR 
FUZZ A YEAR! 


BUT Now AS 
SUIMINY CROCKETT” 
UVE GOT A WHOLE 


NEW CAREER ! 
ov i wd 
iS 


(2: 


\s 


KK" MORTY, IF YOu | 
CAN'T BEAT ‘EM 
wee JOIN “EM! 
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I JUST GRINNED 
DOWN A GOPHER ! 


in 


ly DON’T BE LONG, 
WE'LL BRING LYL DAVY AND 
BACK SOME BAR JIMINY ! 
MEAT FER BREAKFAST! Fo 
. b) 


me 


MUH FAN/RITE EATIN’! 
GRIZZLY B/AR 
FLAPIACKS ! 


GREAT HUNTERS DON'T HUNT GOPHERS! 


‘LESSEN IT’S 
B/AR MEAT ! 


MICKEY’S 
FIXED US 


(00K OUT FOR 
MEN JIMINY CROCKETT INJUNS ! 


WILL HEAD DOWN TO THUR 
SETTLEMINT...AND SEE IF 
THUH MAIL AAULE COME IN! 


DANGER! A FEMALE CRITTER! AVF 
w2SEE Ring] A FRMALE CRITTER! a 
ER BARS ER J ype S 
! (/ w 
hes Q 


laa} Yom Vimy eS meet Nerd; 
sack S we TE Uerus WAN eee 


258. LIL DAVY 


GIVE HER THAT PARALY 
GRIN, LIL DAVY t 


rw 
ye se tere 


$a rr J— 


Wie. Ee 


WHUT WAS IT? INJUN GIT ME 2 ) 


vy) 
wy § WIE sult he 
<M 


“TWERE A FEMALE! BUT YOU 
GOT AWAY! 


GRINNED DOWN | 
PORE LI/L DAVY! )\ SY ALITTLE GIRL! 


I AIN'T SKEERED] PURTIER THEY ARE ... THE MORE] WAIT! SOMETHIN’ TELLS ME WE/RE | 
OF NOTHIN’. 9CEPT| TROUBLE THEY MAKE! BEIN’ FOLLOWED! 


RET REO» MALE CRITTERS! 


LIL Davy! 


My 
Ve 


Nay, 
Wey oe 


iz ea 
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Sw 


260. LI’L DAVY 


HOLD ON THAR! 
JUST BECAUSE I... 


Tyree 


& 


- 


bi 
Si yi) 
4 


} 


LVL DAVY ..-THUH | 
SY TRAPS JIST 


QUIT TRACKIN’ ME THROUGH 
THUOH WOODS! GIT HOME TO 


YR CABIN! 


YOu SAVED 
MY LIFES 


SAY «6 L WASN'T 
EVEN NEAR HER! 


NEEDN'T TRY TO GRIN ME DOWN. ) 
AG’'IN, NEITHER --. SCAUSE I WON'T 
LOOK AT YUH! 


TARNATION! 1 
WOULDN'T LET THAT 
INSUN GIT YOU! 


HERE... 
WHERE POES 


GIVE HIMA LITTLE 
CENTS YOU'RE A 
HE GET THAT FRIENDLY INGIANI 


[KINDA GOT MYSELF \/ GOODBYE, 
Alz, MAM ose SURROUNDED THAR! 
FAREWELL} x 


SINJUN’ STUFF ? 


Se aw | ox Ra aes (eee 
f \_ “SPACE CRITTERS! UT 

ERMINE HEADIN". : teomese DAS 
[THis WAY, LI'L DAVY! ) A PRETENDIN’ TO BE 


SS SET | 
iS) 1 ! 
WANNA GO FOR A 

RIDE, DAVY ? oor aero 


DAVY, WHY STAIN'T FITTEN, 
DON'T YOU 


TO PLAY..WHEN 
PLAY WITH THERE’S SO MUCH 
THE OTHER 
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{ THATS WHY! ‘x WHAT WOULD'VE HAPPENED TO 
BUT, DAVY, I DON'T )\\ LOOK YONDER! THESE PORE LITTLE CRITTERS 


SEE WHY YOU 


le ay avr YOU HOLD 

DOWN “THE FORT, 
SIMINY! YD BETTER FIND THE 
MOTHER BIRD! 


TIME FER THE 
CROCKETT 
CHARGE oes 


LI'L, DAVY oe. THAT 
LADY WOODPECKER 
DOESN'T KNOW WE 
WUZ HELPIN’ HER 


262. L’L DAVY 


HERE COMES BE YOUA 


ONE OF THEM CROCKETT F 
IMMYTATION CROCKETTS THAT'S BEEN 
PLAGUIN’ ME LATELY ! 


I BE WELCOME, DAN’L 2. AND PASS 
DAN'L. BOONE! A 


THANKEE , L/L 
DAVY ... BUT BE 
KEERFUL NEX’ 


THIS MIGHT BE 
‘ 
NOW.» WHAT KIND OF DANGEROUS: 
CRITTER MIGHT THAT 


WHY AIN'T YOU 
IN SCHOOL, BIG 


DON'T TAKE ON ! SCHOOL AIN'T 
HUNTER? 


x 


SS A-GONNER HURT 
: OU NONE! 


A, i f 
( ~ RECKON You 
KS COULD USE A 
i yi LITTLE 
Ry SCHOOLIN’, 
gi 


Lo 
ey 


LVYLDAVY 263. 


Read more FREE comics on ReadComicOn 


OLD INJUN TRICK! LEARNED IT 
TT FROMTHE CHICKASAWS ! 


= SO Seino! 
“TAKE KINDLY 10 |G am 
MISHANDLIN’.6t J & = 


H HE SURE ae 
STUBBOR 
HEY YOU «ee SAE 


HK LESSEE, Now... WHAT cHEEP! SHUT UP! TIM 
WAS IT THE CHEROKEES > CHEEP! TRYIN! TO_THINK | 
TAUGHT ME ABOUT ~ 


se FOOLED HIM! \ 
GUESS THAT'S 
THE LAST OF 


Suz 
WG pg 


aU, ui, 


264. LI’L DAVY 


[SSE vet AIN'T FAIZ... Vf 
USIN’ CRITTERS 
TO HUNT FOLKS! 

yj HY, 


NO.. NO.. WILFRED! 
CAN! NO CRITTER WOULD 
GIVE ME AWAY! 


—" 


(TAIN'T RIGHT! QE \ (1's cust us POOR DUMB Puss 
FOREST Critters BRS + | | CRICKETS AIN'T GOT yz Ky 
ad FISH GO IN || ENOUGH SENSE TO 


SCHOOLS! DO NOTHIN’ BUT 
BIRDS GOT ENJOY OURSELVES! 


I WONDER WHAT 
SIMINY'S 


GET SOME IMPORTANT SE | ‘ é DOING! 
THINGS PONE! THINGS TO va C2 
DO, TOO |! 2 
# 
0 


at 
i 


=0 
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MM ~-MM- DEM 
PEANUTS SHO LOOK 
TEMPTIN’ AND DE 
COAST AM CLEAR. 


re 


PEAS 1S AS GOOD 
AS EATEN! 


DOES MY EYEBALLS 
DECEIVE ME OR DOES DEY? 
WHAT YOU DOIN’UP DAR 
IN DE ELEMENTS 

BRER RABBIT? 


. ey HERE 

& ( COME BRER B‘AR 

AND HE SHO’ LOOK 
HUNGRY! 


DIS 1S SHO‘ NICE OF YOU 
BRER RABBIT—1 SPEC’ 
| DONE HAD YOU 


ALLWRONG,, IN YOUR TRAP, 


BRER FOX. 


ANYTIME | KIN HELP 
OUT AN OLD FRIEND. 


asove: As Comic Strip Department Manager in 1942, Floyd Gottfredson supervised the making of this early 
Brer Rabbit try-out strip, three years before the strip’s actual launch. At this pre-animation stage, Brer Bear 
didn’t yet have his big nose—but he did have some Gottfredson-like design features, such as Eega Beeva-style 
thick eyebrows! After this project, Gottfredson would not work with Disney's “Swamp Folks” characters 
again until 1963's “Three Little Pigs’ Christmas Story” (overleaf). Image courtesy Walt Disney Photo Library. 


266. 


NOW HOW IN 
DE WORL’ DID 
DIS CIRCUMSTANCE 


y|\ HAPPEN? - OL’ 
‘yg. FOX DONE KETCH 
as i 


ee 
Sean lice 


OH, 1’M PLAYIN’ SCARECROW 
FER BRER FOX —HE PAY 


JEST TO HANG UP HERE 
AN’ SHOO OFF DE 


YOU DOES NEED DE MONEY 
BRER B’AR - TELL YOU WHAT 
—I’LL SWAP WID YOU AND 
YOU KIN FINISH OUT DE DAY 


YOU SAY ? - 
JS DOLLAR A MINNIT? 
SHO’ WISH | COULD 
MAKE SOME OF DAT 
EASY MONEY! 


a x 
Ay rd OOS 


IF BRER B'AR WAS 
AS LIGHT IN DE 

BODY AS HE IS IN 

DE HEAD~HE'D SHO" 
FLOAT AWAY. 


Dont be Like 
DE BELL WHAT 
ANSWER EVERY 
PULL! 


NOVEMBER 285, 1963 


DECEMBER 24, 1965 


GETTING2 
VE GOT |, 
LiL WOLE! 


WICK BY MOUSE 


REGISTERED 


DREAMING OF A WOLF CHRISTMAS 


hile the annual Disney Christmas comic strip, launched in 

1960, should have been cause for celebration (“More Disney 

comics! Yay!”), and Floyd Gottfredson’s presence on post- 
Mickey Mouse strip continuities doubly so (“More Disney comics! 
Whee!”), King Features sought stories that could be marketed squarely 
to the youngest children, often leading to rather bland content (“More 
Disney comics! Oh...”). Indeed, the end product often feels so much like 
routine Disney comic books of the period that there seems no reason for 
the stories to have been told in newspaper strip format. 

While Comic Strip Department Manager Frank Reilly—a man with 
years of experience in newspaper Disney feature film adaptations— 
handled the writing chores, similarities between “Bambi’s Christmas 
Adventure” and the Bambi (1942) movie are surprisingly few. The story 
reads as if Reilly wrote a basic “animals save Christmas” script and plopped 
in any Disney animals that came to mind (or, perhaps, were requested by 
King); thus the stork and wolf from the Disney short Lambert the Sheepish 
Lion (1952) mixing with the Bambi critters. Gottfredson only drew part of 
this story, so Bambi, Thumper, Flower, and Friend Owl sometimes only 
look like approximations of the beautifully drawn film characters. 

“Cinderella’s Christmas Party” from 1964 fares better, being wholly 
drawn by Gottfredson in markedly high quality. Still, the illustrations 
accompany a rather flimsy story. Of course Cinderella’s evil stepmother 


and stepsisters are going to leave her behind while they go on vacation— 
so why don’t Cinderella and the mice have their own party? And why not 
have Cinderella’s Fairy Godmother come searching for her missing magic 
wand, too? Not exactly compelling conflict. 

Conflict, you say? In Disney comics, it doesn’t get much better than 
the ongoing battle of Zeke Wolf vs. the Three Little Pigs, often abetted 
by Zeke’s no-good do-gooder son Li’l Wolf. And 1963’s “Three Little 
Pigs’ Christmas Story” does right by Wolf and Pig tradition. “Christmas 
Story” marks one of the first times that Disney’s Comic Strip Department 
adapted concepts from the licensed Western Publishing Disney comic 
books, even if Li’1 Wolf is a tad more naive than usual—and Gottfredson 
uses the sinister-looking 1930s Wolf animation models, rather than the 
refined, more comical designs developed by 1940s comic book artist Gil 
Turner. Gottfredson clearly had fun drawing the raucous animal slapstick 
usually eschewed from the Mickey strip, and Reilly’s plot of Zeke duping 
Santa into helping him invade the Pigs’ home is a characteristic story idea 
that, at the time, was like no Wolf tale seen before. 

A caustic gem amid less inspired sentimentality is certainly a 
Christmas gift worth celebrating. 


— Thad Komorowski 


[7 LETS GO, BROTHERS-\ SSS REMEMBER! y } 
HMM=~ ONLY 26 MORE TIME TO GATHER OUR STICK TOGETHER JS WHOS AFRAID 
CHOPPING DAYS TILL YULE TREE AND 4 OR wee! or THE Bi6,Ba0 
CHRISTMAS... TRIMMINGS! J WOLF... 


. Big, BAD WOLF... 
2? WOLF, 
x eG 1@A ms $ 


HMM... WONDER IX VC wonver wao? 


: y, A{ HAH! THREE 
WHO PUT UP THESE GUESSES! 
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CHRISTMAS 1S 4 CHRISTMAS \| CHRISTMAS SPIRI 
COMING, POP. BE SPIRIT oe MM vee THAT GIVES ME 
NICE TO THE PIGS... } __ 

AND THEY/LL BE / 5 
NICE TO YOU. 
GET THE 
CHRISTMAS 
—q SPIRIT! 


270. THE THREE LITTLE PIGS’ CHRISTMAS STORY 


GOING TO BE 
A SCRUMPSHUS 
CHRISTMAS! 


PIPE DOWN, 


Vos AFRAID: THE F 
Fr BROTHERS! 


iG, BAP WOLF... BIG, 
Rea WOLF... BIG, 


LITTLE FRIENDS, WITH OLIVE 
BRANCH AND JINGLE BELLS 1 

COME TO SPREAD PEACE 
AND? GOOP WILL «+. 


~ SS TING?) EY 
A hr Cara 
GETTING THE |e vn 

CHRISTMAS : 


NK SPIRIT! 


LI’L WOLF! 


SPREAD PEACE AND 
GooP WILL! 


LESS MUSIC! MORE 
GETTING READY FOR 
CHRISTMAS! 


Lo 
BESIDES... LT 


SS] 
i 


LET MEIN, LITTLE FRIENDS. 

WE'LL SING CAROLS AND- 

> SLURP !: MAKE MERRY Fe 
aor a F: 
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SEE, LITTLE FRIENDS? 
MY CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 


REPELLENT! [ 
g a 


LITTLE FRIENDS, \| |, GOSH! MAYBE HE 
TLL GINE YOU ONE REALLY HAS THE 
RI CHRISTMAS 


SPIRIT+.Z 


~ CHRISTMAS 
= SPIRIT} 
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pe lS SV 
é = SA SS 
SANTAS MAIL ROOM PY CHILDREN \J 
AT THE NORTH POLE...-/ ALL OVER 
a THE WORLD 
. ARE GETTING 
a @ BETTER AND 
be BETTER- / 
ee wa WAY = CHUCKLES f 
= A AMY =50 THEY 
NS a SAY! 
= a \ \W f= 
ort i} i 
=a EEX 
—— ee ss \ 
Ea NS SZ =) 
SS YJ 
C= QS ee 
OSE NS 
Poa CO 5. Sel 


T= Two | 
EXTRAORDINARY! 


ee, YOU CALLED, \, 


V. + AND THEIR CHRISTMAS 


LISTS > CHUCKLE: ARE 
GETTING LONGER F 
AN? LONGER! 


Oe: 
LA exee™ 
— : 


Ss? LISTEN TO THIS 
LETTER... 


, 
\F YOU WILL SEND ME YOUR. 
PRESENTS FOR THE THREE 
LITTLE PIGS, I WILL GLADLY 
DELIVER THEM AN?’ 
p\ SAVE YOUATRIP... ” 


AND IT/S SIGNED 
\B.B. WOLF” 
WELL, BLESS 
MY BUTTONS! 


"YES, KRISTINA-\ J 


IT’S FROM SOMEONE WHO 
DOESN'T WANT ANYTHING FOR, 
HIMSELF --HE JUST WANTS PRESENTS 
FOR HIS THREE LITTLE FRIENDS! 


Pag 
7 


NOw, ISN'T : 
THAT NEIGHBORLY! } | 
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Lt. {AND ALL STAMPED 
DUPED BY THE BIG BAD WOLF's | t || WITH SANTAS SEAL, 
LETTER, SANTA SENDS fF = \ MADE 

HIM, BY REINDEER : : : 

EXPRESS THE THREE 

LITTLE PIGS’ 

PRESENTS. 


CGC 
ae 


eee JUST IN CASE 
THERE! THE CHIMNEY Lf NOW To SET 
\S READY FOK CHRISTMAS! 


HE PROPS IN WHILE 
UP MY WOLF I’M AWAY! 
WRECKER... 


AND DON'T LET ; $ QUM-DE-DUM-VEe. 
ANYONE IN} | Os LETIS JUST TRY THIS ON 
CAREFUL WHILE Y. REMEMBER , THE Disa nes FOR SIZ 
Z VISIT UNCLE WOLF Aes Lous 
HAMA! 


1 
OUISES © P= elie 
OF PISGUISES! 
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WON'T _BROTHER PF 
BE PLEASED WHE 
HE COMES HOME! 


IT’S CHRISTMAS 
EVE EVE EVE EVE 


MEANWHILE 


yo WO Ho Ho! 
zB I/D EVEN 
FOOL MYSELF! 


AN? IN CASE THE 
WOLF GETS ANY IDEAS... 
y THE WOLF W501 


WE'RE ALL READY } 


<—ys 


Le THE LITTLE DEARS WOULDN'T WY 
hz Ql SLEEP So SOUNDLY IF THEY 
ao KNEW THIS WAS THEIR 


LAST SLEEP: V4 
= my my 
« S feel 3 : 
= oa ran 
Ce 


Ae 


I COULD POUNCE ON 
SEM RIGHT Now...BUT 
THIS 3 GONNA BE 
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sh 7 rR jj sous LT Santa, 
A wo Ho HO, ae LIKE Ny, E CAME EARLY 
FRIENDS...AND HOW py H ; 
on ou ie Sour : BUT... THIS YEAR! 


\F YOU POUBT I SANTAS SEAL ON 
ME, LITTLE FRIENZS, ‘ _[ EVERY _ONE -WADE 
YUST EXAMINE THE ~ (() AT THE NORTH POLE”! 

GOODIES I by Fe IT’S FIM ALL 
BROUGHT YOU! : 


Le 
FRIENDS! 
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mA BY A 
THE PRACTICAL PIG RETURNS HOME 


JUST AS THE WOLF STARTS DOWN THE 
at. CHIMNEY... 


‘iY 


Bur rt'S THE WOLF 
WHO 1S SURPRISED! 
> > 


= 

fi BS 

b4 \T'S THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS... 
AND ALL THROUGH THE HOUSE... 
EVERYONE'S STIRRING ... 


4 


SWERRY CHRISTMAS 37 
so ate eeerinene! ay 


ray 


PREPARATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS VACATION 
ARE UNDER WAY INTHE OLD CHATEAU, AND 
THE MICE ARE CURIOUS... 


WHEN YOU FINISH WITH 
THE GIRLS , I HAVE A FEW 
THINGS FOR [e) 
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= eo 
Tvs LATE AND A WILL T 
ONLY ONE LIGHT FINISH 
REMAINS IN “THE ~ 


CINPERELLA 
LIVES WITH HER 


GOING TO y sit IN SUN 
SUNNY SOUTH 3 § ALL PAY AND 
FOR CHRISTMAS S\. EAT CHEESE ! 
VACATION! = - 


HE CHRISTMAS-VACATION PREPARATIONS 
GO ON ANP ON... 


278. CINDERELLA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 


BUT IT/S WORTH ALL 


WE MISS CINDERELLA, 
BUT GLAD SHE 


\ HAVE NICE WARM 


CHRISTMAS ! 


é 
OH, I AM SO WEARY ¥ 
eee BUT TOMORKOW 


SUNNY SOUTH! 


DON'T 
Z FORGET 
OUR SLEIGH Z THE CAT! 
Ns IS HERE! y 


SORRY, CHILD, ' 
THERE ISN'T 


\ ‘ie &) | THe FORLORN GIRL BROO?S 
LT WILL it. FOR QUITE WHILE. 
STUNNED, CINVERELLA WATCHES THE Ss HIN LIF eos 
SLEIGH GLIPE AWAY WITH HER ys JREN HES CAIN Te 
STEPMOTHER AND STEPSISTERS... 
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CHRISTMAS 


| COMING ANP CINDERELLA A 
eee CINPERELLA hei, aoe Saul 


Llwyd 
‘ I” WELL HAVE BIG 
NO STEPMOTHER ( CHRISTMAS 
Sp PARTY FOR 
CINDERELLA! 


Ist CHRISTMAS 
HBagaoas CINDERELLA 


193) it) EVER HAD! 
ad 


> — MCE 


!) TAKE CHARGE 
OF TREE AND 
TRIMMINGS | 


( GIRL MICE TAKE 

CHARGE OF SURPRISE 
a PRESENT FOR 
CINDERELLA! 


280. CINDERELLA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 


BEGIN THEIR 

CHRISTMAS FOR 

CINPERELLA'S 
PRESENT! 


H FROMTHE WHISPERING Sy : 7 (...BuT THEY 
ly ANP SQUEAKINGS = LITTLE DON'T KNOW ¢ 
FINTHE WALLS eg  (“S) SAL EUING 


j THE MICE BEGIN THEIR HOLIDAY 
PREPARATIONS... 
)) EE 
“4 


WHERE 
CINDERELLA 
SPEND 
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HUP.. 
“TOOP... 
“THREEP... 
FOURP..+ 


Fae | §LZ 


WITH THE HELP OF A BEAVER 
ANP A FAWN, THE CHRISTMAS 
TREE 1S CUT ANV HAULED 

#] TO THE CHATEAU... 


= 


MEANWHILE, THE 
GIZL MICE 


282. CINDERELLA’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Ni MEANWHILE , CINVERELLA PREPARE 
HER OWN CHRISTMAS SURPRISE 
PARTY FOR HER LITTLE f7 
MCE FRIENPS A 


REPARATIONS FOR THE DOUBLE | 
CHRISTMAS PARTY CONTINUE 
IN THE OLD? CHATEAU 


LOoK! FIND. WON'T 
THINGS_IN OLD CINVERELLA 
MAGPIE BE SURPRISED 
WITH THIS 2 


a n, 
ie oe caves see, | Mae 
* f [oA SE rere | || SPEAKING OF SURPRISES, ONE 


4 \S HEADING FOR THE CHATEAU 
RIGHT Now! 


CHEWS... ANY LOTS OF {J 
UST PLAIN 
CHEESE | 


TNEANWHILE, OUTSIDE THE 
CHATEAU, ANOTHER SURPRIS' 
1S IN THE MAKING... oe 
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\s 3 } MUSIC WITHIN... MYSTERY WITHOUT... 
\ WHILE I TE 
ra : 


if . WHY=WHY , 

K YM ALMOST , See 
Py AFRAID 1O_J/7 . BE SOMEONE <¢ CALE as 
~ OPEN... (( , iG IN TROUBLE .«.- MOTHER ! 
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=< 


= LF IT'S HOPELESS! MY_MAGIC WAN?! 


! : \ IM HELPLESS! 
7 Reed EVERYWHERE! AND CHRISTMAS 


VANISHEP ! ONLY A WEEK 


\ Yi NICE LADY 
I CAN'T 70 A THING LOSE HAPPY 
WITHOUT AY MAGIG 


= = SSS S777 Ee 
i yf 


a ere ary || Hl See er So eee AN ASS NESS EEN 
A CHRISTMAS CRISIS! THE FAIRY p . NINCH-BY-INCH SE, IF 
GODMOTHERS WAN? 1S MISSING ! | F: THE COUNTRYSIPE 0. rage ¢ 7 
fs 


=o ak 


...NO PRESENTS : KS 
FOR MY GOPCHILDREN 2 
= SOB= / e = 
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LACKAVAY! AT THE END OF 
IE DAY, THE MAGIC WAN? 


HL TH 

IS STILL ee 

va E Z S : Wp a SE EB 
> 6s ( B - 

Sy) 


> 


<a 


FIN? SKINNY ROD IN MAGPIE/S 

NEST! WE USE FOR HATPIN FOR 

CINDERELLA'S CHRISTMAS 
PRESENT! 


F y 5 peereer AND OUTSIPE THE CHATEAL THE 

4 * e U ODMOTHE! ID FIL 
| AND SO, WITH THE WAND RECOVERED, GURPRISE! } AY 
“THE CHRISTMAS PARTY BEGINS wwe L) sien 


OH! HOW 
BEALTIFUL...! 
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A BRIGHT NEW DAY DAWNS ON 


KRIS! THIS? «> MEAL FOR THE 
: NEXT FOUR WEEKS! 


ENCHANTED WORKSHOP O) 
MERRY KRIS KRINGLE ... 


— x 
4 Berane , WO HO! WHATS YOUR LAST HEARTY 
i ! 


COMING 
KRISTINA. 


IN THAT CASE, MAYBE I/D 
BETTER HAVE A LITTLE MORE 
OF EVERYTHING ! 


f FOR THE NEXT FOUR 
WEEKS YOULL BE TOO 
BUSY TO EAT. 


as 


Ca Sd z 
EARS _Z-CAIS 
IN THE HEART OF A FOREST FAR MS 
FROM THE NORTH FOLE... jam aulitg 


k v x 
ay LOOK, BAMB) 
AND FLOWER. 


/ : IT MEANS 
alge proene ay } , CHRISTMAS 


IS COMING! 
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7 
WHEN YOU FEEL ALL) / tats 
WARM INSIDE! MY WAY! 


AND THERE'S ANOTHER \S 
WAY “TO TELL WHEN IT’S, 
WHEN THE POND CHRIS TMAS=TIME... : 
GETS STIFF IT MEANS ) 

CHRISTMAS IS 


§ WHILE KRISTINA READIES HER 
pa see See ELECTRONIC GIF T-WRAPPER... 
Kreis INGLE CHECKS HIS NEW Ba 

p AUTOMATIC TOY SELECTOR... 


WITHOUT THESE NEW-FANGLED 
ELECTRONIC GADGETS WE'D 
BE IUST SWAMPED! 


PUTE} 
CHECKS THE YEAR'S 
RECORDS OF ALL MY 
nm BOYS AND GIRLS! 


288. BAMBI’S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE 


: LL AES [> STRANGE FLOCK WINGS NEARER 
MERRY KRIS KRINGLE IS SET FOR 7TH 7s AND NEARER .-. ef 
START OF HIS CHRISTMAS RUSH \ aged 26 


LAB 5 \ s 


THE COURIERS! 
THEY'RE HERE! 


BND AS EACH COURIER DELIVERS HIS 
BAG OF CHRISTMAS MAIL, HE WINGS 
BACK FOR A NEW SHIPMENT. 


° 
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OLD MISTER STORK CHANGES OVER 
FROM HIS REGULAR RUN TO HELP 
OUT WITH THE RUSH... 


2-9 


WHE BIRDS OF THE WORLD WING TOWARD 
THE NORTH POLE WITH BULGING BAGS OF 
CHRISTMAS MAIL FOR KRIS KRINGLE... 


MISTER STORK'S YOUNGEST SON STRUGGLES 
UPWARD WITH HIS BUNDLE OF CHRISTMAS 
MAIL FOR GANTA... 5 


THE FOREST BELOW... THUMPER ANP FLOWER ! 


WE/NE GOT TO SAVE IT! 
Dol 


THE YOUNG STORK RIGHTS HIMSELF 
AND WINGS AWAY...UNAWARE “THAT 
HE HAS LOST ONE OF “THE CHRISTMAS 
LETTERS... 


BAME! AND HIS FRIENDS LOOK UP y A LOST LETTER! C/MON 
at 


HI 
2-11 
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BAMBI AND HIS FRIENDS RACE AFTER 
THE LOST LETTER... 


WE MUST SAVE IT} 
OR SANTA WONT KNOW 
WHAT SOME LITTLE Hi 


iUMAN 
WANTS FOR a 
f >, A 


ay 


Y THE LETTERS 
DISAPPEARED! 


ITS DROPPING 
BEHIND THAT 
SNOWDRIFT! 


FRIEND OWL 
HAS IT! 


WHY DON'T YOU 
LOOK UP HERE, YOU 
TWITTERPATED 
CREATURES? 


\Y 


y 


Wyn 
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\ 
ALL EXCEPT THE LOST LETTER THAT \ 
BLEW IN HERE! \ 


iF 


4 


I CAN SEE 
THE LETTER... 
RIGHT BESIDE 

THE WOLF! 
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es 
WITH HIS PLUME OF A TAIL, BRAVE THEN, ACCORDING TO THE 
FLOWER DINERTS THE WOLF FROM : DARING PLAN, BAMBI DASHES 
THUMPER ..- : =e INTO THE DREAD DEN... 


Banal RACES OLT OF THE WOLF'S DEN 
WITH THE PRECIOUS alle 


QETUENING FROM ANOTHER TEI7 
TO THE NORTH POLE, MISTER 
A COURIER! IF ONLY STORK SPIES SOMETHING BELOW... 
HE'LL SEE THE 


MESSAGE -..! 
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AND AWAY WINGS MISTER STORK 
IN A RACE AGAINST TIME! 


y UNLESS SANTA WY \ 


GETS THIS RIGHT 
AWAY , SOME LITTLE 
HUMAN WON'T HAVE 
ANY CHRISTMAS! 


AND OFF ZOOMS KRIS KRINGLE WITH A 
LAST-MINUTE BUNDLE FOR THE WRITER 
OF THE LOST LETTER! 


WHO WAS THE 
WRITER OF THE 
LOST LETTER 7 


ONLY KRIS 
KRINGLE KNOWS. 


H 


JUST IN THE 
NICK OF TIME! 


MAYBE IT 
WAS YOU ! 


HAT NIGHT, PINOCCHIO MAKES HIS DEBUT 
IN THE CHRISTMAS MARIONETTE SHOW 
. Bo ss 


COTES 
H || AND, AS J.WoRTHINGTON FOULFELLOW 
He SINGS AND DANCES WITH THE PUPPETS HAD PROMISED, HE IS A SENSATION! 
= 2 I-23 ad 


asove: Beyond working on the Three Little Pigs, Cinderella, and Bambi Christmas serials, Gottfredson also 


294. BAMBI’S CHRISTMAS ADVENTURE drew this single strip for “Pinocchio’s Christmas Story” (1961), with which he was otherwise uninvolved. 


THE GOTTFREDSON ARCHIVES 


whe Gottfredson’s World: LAST LOOK & 


Every country that loves Mickey Mouse has had its own edition—or editions—of 
Floyd Gottfredson’s epics. And each country’s Disney comics publisher has tried 
to make its version unique, usually by asking homegrown talent to create their 
own covers for the stories. In this series we’ve been proud to anthologize these 
images and give you a sense of how far Gottfredson’s classic tales have traveled. 


When the Floyd Gottfredson Library began seven years ago, the covers we 
pictured came not only from around the planet, but from an Earth decades in the 
past, with seemingly little relevance to our own. By contrast, this final gallery 
brings us right up to the present day, with a cover drawn in 2009 for a fairly recent 
reprint. Gottfredson’s world is still, somehow, our own. [DG] 


LN NIEUW JAAR, 
EN NIEUIWE M /CKEY. 
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ABOVE, LEFT AND MIDDLE: Dutch Mickey Maandblad 1979-01 and 1980-06, illustrating “A Fatal 
Occupation” and “Uncle Gudger” respectively. Art by Ed van Schuijlenburg (left) and Daan 
Jippes (middle); color restoration by Erik Rosengarten (middle). Images courtesy Sanoma. 


ABOVE, RIGHT: Brazilian Mickey 36 (1955), illustrating “The Magic Shoe.” Art by Jorge Kato; 
image courtesy Leonardo Santos Pereira. 
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Watt Disney 


Watt Disney 


GINO ALLO 


DORUE Watt Disney 


19  ALBLawROSAG 3" Li 


“[] ALBLwROSA "3 


TOP FAR LEFT: Italian Albi d’oro 27/1955, illustrating “Uncle Gudger.” 
Art by Ambrogio Vergani; image courtesy Matteo Sonz. 


Top LEFT: Italian Albi della rosa 211 (1958), illustrating “Mickey Takes Umbrage.” 
Art by Ambrogio Vergani; image courtesy The Walt Disney Company. 


TOP RIGHT: Italian Albi della rosa 486 (1964), illustrating “L?'l Davy.” 
Art by Giuseppe Perego; image courtesy Marco Barlotti. 


TOP FAR RIGHT: Italian Albi della rosa 594 (1966), illustrating “Uncle Gudger.” 
Art by Giuseppe Perego; image courtesy The Walt Disney Company. 


sorrom: Norwegian Mikke Mus & Langbein 2009 annual, illustrating “Dr. X.” 
Art by Jesper Lund Madsen; image courtesy Egmont Serieforlaget AS. 
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Behind the Scenes: MARK O’POLO 


1 November 15, 1975 was the print date of Floyd Gottfredson’s 
final Mickey Mouse daily strip. On September 19, 1976, his 
final Mickey Sunday strip appeared. By 1977, Gottfredson 
was independent from Disney—and hard at work on plans 


to right a twenty-year wrong. 
King Features Syndicate’s 1955 transformation of 
the Mickey Mouse daily strip—from adventure serial 
to gag-a-day format—had been a move Gottfredson 
“was never happy about.” As he later explained: 


[1955] was when Mickey 

did a complete about- 

face, as far as 1am concerned... 

I’m sure most of the readers and fans 

agreed, too, that... since that time [Mickey] has been 

a sort of ineffectual little straight man, just another 

suburbanite family man, as so many of the other 

suburban strips are... it would be nice if we could 
bring back Mickey’s personality..." 


But personality, in the newly-retired Gottfredson’s 
view, required adventure stories; and King in the 1970s 
still didn’t want any. Gottfredson decided that if Mickey 
couldn’t go on adventures, he’d create a Mickeylike 
human hero who could—and star him ina self-owned comic strip. 

Even before this new hero had a name, he was established in Gottfredson’s 
notes as a “small professional troubleshooter.” Then Gottfredson began writing 
out rough scripts in shorthand, throwing his new hero into highly Mickeylike 
conflicts with eccentric bit players: 


Phone rings. 

“Hello, is that you?” 

“W-why, yes—I suppose so—always has 
been!” 

“Don’t move! This is Major Ruffentumble! x 
Pll be right there to keep my a 
appointment!” 

“Tnever heard of ya! You don’t have one!” 

“Don’t waste my time! I just made one!” 


298. 


Door bursts open. 
“Major Ruffentumble, I presume—I’m pleased to...” 
“Enough of this dilly-dallying! Grab your hat! Pack a Ka ™® { y 
handkerchief! We'll miss the boat!” y “4 : 
“Boat? Where are we going? What do ya want of me?” 
“Details! Details! They drive me crazy! I can’t 
stand’em! That’s your job!” 4 
“But ya haven’t hired me yet... I...” 
“Stop dilly-dallying... we'll miss the boat!” id 


Shot in wireless room of ~ 4 
boat. Major roaring 
into radiophone. ‘ a 

“Hello, Sam? Pack my 
trunks and gear!” 

“You going somewhere?” 

“Pve gone somewhere! I sailed an hour ago!” 

“What ship?” 

“Details! Details! How do I know?” (Shoves hero to 
phone.) “Ask my detail man. That’s his department!” 

Wire to hero’s sister, who he lives with: 

“Think I have new job. Must be sailing somewhere. Am 
three hours at sea. More later if I find out!” 


Gottfredson evidently noticed that the raucous Major Ruffentumble was as 
memorableas his hero. Soon afterward, that hero had a name—Mark O’Polo, aftera 
trial run as “Ginks McGee”—and a Ruffentumble-like blowhard, J. P. Thunderclap, 
became Mark’s boss at Services, Inc., a troubleshooting firm. To ratchet up the 
conflict between the two, Mark was established as a comically unassuming teen: 


Mark is talking; boss in typical fashion is bulling his way 
ahead with his own talk, paying no attention to Mark. 


Mark stops: “You aren’t listening—” rN \ 
Boss: “Don’t be ridiculous! I heard every word I said!” q SEESS r 
\\ 3 
pe a wy 
J. P. introducing half-pint Mark to prospective client: Sa 
“.one of our best troubleshooters! You might say he rides Pane 
shotgun for us... heh-heh!” AuYolne 


Client: “You ride shotgun with a cap pistol?” 


e FREE comics on ReadComicOnl 


J. P. (during fight with Mark): “Blast it... yow’re the most disrespectful, New girl (cute) talking to plain 


insubordinate...” girl employee: “Who’s this Mark 

Mark: “Efficient...” O’Polo the boss is yelling for?” 

J. P.:“...efficient nincompoop... efficient nincompoop? What kind of sense does that make?” P. G.: “He’s our chief 

Mark: “I only said ‘efficient’.” troubleshooter—the boss fires him 

two or three times a month!” 

Scripting a five-strip intro to the series N. G.: “What’s he like?” 
as a whole, Gottfredson rounded out sail f P.G.: “Ohh... he’s alittle 
Mark’s and Thunderclap’s relationship Oe?" nw NN dreamboat—” 
with some running gags, as well as YI _— Mark entering door behind them. As 
introducing female workmates for ee Mark passes them, P. G. in small 
Mark to woo. The results were strikingly © lettering says: “Oh! Here heis now!” 
reminiscent of workplace conflicts and N. G., in take at [Mark’s] small size, says: “Looks more like a leaky canoe!” 
love troubles in earlier Mickey tales—and uf Mark, headed for boss’ office and barely glancing at P. G., says: “I like you too! 
in Roy Grane’s vintage comic strip Wash “ You’re new, arewt you?” 
Tubbs, which Gottfredson referenced in Mary ( fet 


several Mark O’Polo notes. y [Boss grabbing Mark as he enters office. ] iP 


pape “You’re never here when I need you...” GP 

Irate boss explodes out of office marked Mark: “Well, you fired me...” a 
“Services, Inc.—J. P. Thunderclap—Pres. Boss, paying no heed: “Got an important clientin - 
Private.” Shouting: here—unusual assignment—can’t trust anyone 

“Mark! Mark O’Polo! Where in blazes is that shrimp...!!” butyou...” ~~ 

To frightened accountant by water cooler: “Close your big blasted mouth and Mark: “I take it work here again...” 
answer me! Where is he?” 

Acc.: “He quit and went fishing when you fired him, sir!” Boss introduces Mark to client, and in explaining functions 

Close-up, boss: “Nonsense! He knows better than to quit every time I fire him!” of Services, Inc. to client, also explains them to reader. Bog 

Mark lolling in boat, hat over eyes, fishhook dangling from pole two fect out of Nature of unusual assignment is also brought out. As MARK 
water: “I care not one whit for fishing, but I ama man of my word!” [Mark] leaves with briefcase, Maudie (plain oO” FOLO 

girl) calls out: “Goodbye and good luck, Mark.” 

Boss still roaring at frightened accountant. Mark: “Goodbye, Maudie...” 

“Find that Mark O’Polo and get him back here! He knows New girl (without looking up, and under breath): “Bon voyage, ‘dreamboat’!” 
better than to quit every time I fire him—” Mark, without missing a step, does comic turn back to N.G.’s desk, tips hat 


Acc.: “Yessir!” and says: “My fastest promotion... from ‘leaky canoe’ to ‘dreamboat’... 


and all without an introduction!” 
Maudie: “Oh... ?’m sorry, Mark... Miss ——, Mr. O’Polo!” 
Mark (chucking Maudie under chin): “Maudie, you’re a doll...” (Then, in 
< same breath, turning to new girl): “...may I take you to dinner?” 
5 it New girl (now genuinely embarrassed): “But Ijust met you...” 
A Lina ian UD a Mark (smiling, and tipping hat): “Please think it over a moment... P'll be 
back in a month for your answer.” 


Accountant approaches park lake in little car: 
“He hates fishing, so he’s probably fishing 
in the park lake—there’s no fish there!” 

Accountant at bank, yelling at Mark in 
boat (small, in distance): “Mark! Mr. 
Thunderclap says come back to work!” 

Mark: “What took him so long?” 
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What exactly were Services, Inc.’s functions? In the most detailed surviving Mark 


O’Polo story outline, “Baby Elephant Babysitter,” Gottfredson tried to find out. 


Well-known rich man comes to Services, Inc. to arrange for man to go to Africa, 
procure acertain kind of baby elephant, and babysit it back on cargo plane—airlines 
won’t fly elephant without competent sitter—can’t ship by boat because excessive 
time could spoil plans. Must be secret mission—if news services found out they 
would embarrass him. Can Mark keep secret? 


Boss: “He’s as close-mouthed as (get good simile), ED 

aren’t you, Mark?” Silence. < x 
Boss (shouting) “Aren’tyou?” ra 
Mark: “I refuse to answer, on the grounds...” @ » 
Boss: “Oh, cut it out!” (to client) “See what I mean?” is wf 

\ 

Mark goes to Africa, gets newborn elephant. Trouble > 
with irate mother—scared natives—witch doctor 
who thinks his territory is being invaded because CL (isrol. teste 
of mystery of mission. Mark solves problem {...] fr ke tle nee 
by hiring witch doctor to help soothe and convince : pee 


mother elephant—witch doctor flattered, puffed-up, 

mixes secret potion and treats food which tranquilizes mother elephant. Says: “Look, 
girl, you got a problem—other animals forget their children—you remember ’em all— 
pretty soon you gonna overload your memory box—might’s well forget this one—let him 
go America—big opportunities there—might even become a mascot for some political 
party.” Elephant fully tranquilized and now in mood to agree to anything—does so. 


Mark brings [baby] elephant 
back [...] Client is very pleased: 
“..There’ll be a nice bonus for 
both you and your boss!” 
Mark: “That’s the kind of j 
appreciation he appreciates!” 5 ey a 


Next day, big news headlines—tycoon goes to hospital with injured back—gives 
baby elephant to zoo. Refuses to talk. Back in closed office of Services, Inc.: 

Boss: “Imagine a man with his wealth wanting to be a [circus] strongman!” 

Mark: “Even if it was what he always wanted, there should have been a better way 
than lifting a baby elephant every day!” 

Boss: “Remember, it’s still a secret!” 

Mark: “I'd be embarrassed to admit Ihad anything to do with it!” 


Fleshing out Mark’s world, Gottfredson brainstormed to create further co-stars— 
and sometimes just their names. “Don’t be satisfied with any ordinary name,” he 
wrote as a reminder to himself, “even for minor characters.” The pages of notes 
for Mark O’Polo are festooned with monikers like “Frank Speakly,” “J. Freppington 
Fowlingpiece,” “Norbert Noodnik,” “Dash” (for a fast-moving dog), and even the 
“Duke of Throbbingnoggin, from Throbbingknot-on-the-Dome.” 

As wacky as Gottfredson got, however, he could at times be rather conventional. 
Evenas he took issue with the post-1955 Mickey’s “suburbanite family man” role, he 
established Mark O’Polo as living not just with his sister, but with 


her husband and their precocious toddler son: Mark’s nephew, 
resembling no one so muchasa younger Morty Fieldmouse. 


Nephew: “Okay, Unca Mark... say hello to the finxes!” 
Brother-in-law (amused): “The finxes?” 
Nephew (walks away, unconcerned): “Unca Mark goin’ to Egypt!” 


Nephew (to litle girl friend): “Hey, is it true you’re a girl?” 

Girl: “Of course Pm a girl, silly!” 

Nephew: “Well, I can’t play with you anymore, ’cause I’d bea sissy!” 
Girl: “What's a sissy?” 

Nephew: “How do Iknow... I’m only four years old!” 


Old habits died hard; perhaps one can’t fully shake the effects of having created 
exclusively gag-a-day comics for twenty years. Numerous further Mark O’Polo 
notes contain one-off gags featuring Mark and hillbillies, or Mark’s in-laws and 
grandfather cracking wise—far more of such gags, in fact, than adventure story 
springboards. Maybe it was unexpectedly hard to create them? 

In the end, concerned about the expenditure of time involved, Floyd 
Gottfredson threw in the towel rather than get back in the comic strip rat race. The 
venerable Mouse Man returned to Disney subject matter, putting his effort into 
painting watercolors based on 1930s Mickey serials. Copious notes—and a multitude 
of character sketches, some reproduced with this article—are all that remains of 
Mark O’Polo: somehow eccentric, avant-garde, and traditional all at once. 

Not unlike the best of Mickey. [DG] 


All images with this article © Floyd Gottfredson Estate and courtesy Floyd Gottfredson 
Estate, Joakim Gunnarsson, Ulrich Merkl, and Paolo Giovenale; used with permission of 
Colleen Gottfredson Toomay. 


1 Floyd Gottfredson to David R. Smith, Mickey Mouse in Color deluxe edition (Prescott: Another 
Rainbow, 1988), pp. 164-165. 
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MICKEY MOUSE OUTWITS THE PHANTOM BLOT. Painting by Floyd Gottfredson, 1981. Image courtesy Malcolm Willits. 301. 


ADDENDUM AND ERRATA 


Collecting Floyd Gottfredson’s entire TAR You 7 
Disney serial canon has been a job with ae i 

. 2 3 LISTEN 
lots of tasks to juggle; like all jugglers, we CLOSELY... 
DON'T EVADE THE > 


~aAND LEARN HOW YOU MAY BECOME )) Suard squad in Disney’s Pinocchio (1940), 
ABO OU AINE pe ae ‘ then in development. Only seen briefly in 


the film, the black-cloaked guards resemble 


= 


inevitably drop a ball here and there. ISSUE! TS HIGH 
TIME ¥OU DI 


‘YOU DID <1 
ME q 


As a service to our readers, we’re 
offering this final errata page to clear up 
oversights in past volumes and, in some 
cases, reveal significant newinformation 
that has come to light. 


VOLUME 1: In the article “Middle-Euro 
Mouse” (p. 168), footnote 1 should 
reference Richard Shoch, “Performing Bohemia,” Nineteenth Century Theatre and 
Film 30, no. 2 (Winter 2003), p. 1, rather than the unrelated item cited. 

In the article “The Cast: Butch” (p. 274), a major noncomics role for the 
character was left out. Under the name “Bozo Butch,” performed in costume by 
Chrissie Daley, “the tough Bowry [sic] dog” was Mickey’s chief sidekick in The 
Mickey Mouse Idea, an authorized stage show from the production team of Fanchon 
and Marco that opened in Los Angeles on March 25, 1931 and toured for a year. 


VOLUME 2: In the article “Of Mouse and Man: Adapting Mickey” (pp. 10-11), text 
and illustrations reference Gottfredson’s Blaggard Castle and “Visivox” machine as 
having been reused in “The Haunted Castle,” an unfinished cartoon in production 
during 1940. The elements were in fact reused not in “Castle,” but in “The Haunted 
House,” an unfinished short from 1935; it is from “House” that our illustrations came. 


VOLUME 4: As regards the article “Of Mouse and Man: Troubled Times” (p. 8), 
another influence on Gottfredson’s “The Seven Ghosts” was “The Haunted 
House,” the aforementioned unfin- 


slightly dumpier versions of the Blot. 


VOLUME 6: As regards the article 
“Boo Who?” (p. 54), confusion in the 
continuity of Gottfredson’s “Bellhop 
Detective” at one point extended even 
further—insofar as the story’s radio quiz 
show sequence seems to have been added 
tothe story at the last minute. Pictured at 
left is a surviving rough draft for the strip of August 19, 1940, in which the story’s 


opening setup progresses with no mention of the contest. 


VOLUME 7: As regards all articles discussing format changes to the Mickey Mouse 
daily strip, correspondence between Gottfredson and King Features reveals that 
the shift to gag-a-day strips for much of 1942 was at first intended as permanent. 

Another aborted format change would have seen “Mickey Mouse on a Secret 
Mission” (1943) scripted not in the strip’s traditional dialogue-driven style, but ina 
heavily narrated version with very little character dialogue. 


VOLUME 8: In the article “The Cast: Goofy” (p. 286), the referenced story of Goofy 
on safari is “In Search of Jungle Treasure” (1937), not “Island in the Sky” (1936). [DG] 


azove: Alternate panels for the August 19, 1940 Mickey daily strip. Image courtesy Heritage Auctions. 


BELOW: From the aborted narrative-driven version of “Mickey Mouse on a Secret Mission”: this script 
evolved into the standard-format strip of August 5, 1943. Image courtesy Walt Disney Photo Library. 


ished 1935 short. It featured several 
conceits—such as crooks posing as 
phony ghosts—that were used in | 
Gottfredson’s story but not in the | 
later Lonesome Ghosts (1937) cartoon. 


VOLUMES: As regards the article “Of 
Mouse and Man: Gags and Gravitas” 


wow !1/ 
WHAT A 
BEATING MICKEY 

IS TAKING 


—€e 


Wuy 2°? 


| CONTIWVED 


TEST 2-77 CALLS FOR MICKEY TO BE 
PUT IN A HUGE MACHINE, THAT SPINS 
HIM AROUND, AND &ROUND, 


(p. 10), another influence on the 
Phantom Blot was the Coachman’s 
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THIS IS FOLLOWED BY SHOOTING- 
Him OUT OF A CANNON — 


into A SOLID WALL= THE BocTor$ 
CAREFULLY CHECK EVERY REACTION 
ON MICKEY. 


BORN CHICAGO,DECS 
190). TO HOLLYWOOD 
IN 1923 AFTER ART- 
SCHOOLING. ADOPTED 
BY MICKEY MOUSE IN 

1928. BEGAN OLR 

FAIRY TALES IN 1937 
WITH SNOW WHITE, 

THEN PINOCCHIO, DUMBO, BAMBI, 
CINDERELLA PETER PAN, 
SLEEPING BEAUTY ETC. TRUE- 
LIFE ADVENTURE SERIES 1949, 
OPENED DISNEYLAND PARK 1955, 
WONDERFUL WORLD OF COLOR Fok 
NBC-TV 1961. OUR STAFF OF 

‘IMAGINEERS ” VEVELOPED AUDI0- 
ANIMATRONICS FOR FOUR NY 
WORLD'S FAIR EXHIBITS 1964-‘65, 
PRESENTLY CELEBRATING |OTH 

ANNIVERSARY OF OUR MAGIC 
KINGDOM AND_ SUCCESS OF 

MARY POPPINS. WITH STUDIO 
TEAMS HAVE WON MORE THAN 
700 AWARDS. NONE MOKE PRIZED 
THAN SIX GRANDCHILDREN. 


WALT DISNEY 
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Bove: Gottfredson drew and lettered this biography of Walt Disney for the National 
Cartoonists Society’s 1965 membership album. Image courtesy Disney Publishing 


Bove: Floyd Gottfredson and Tom Wood created this drawing to publicize the sth Academy Awards 
(1932), in which Walt Disney received a special award for the creation of Mickey Mouse. Image 
courtesy Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. The Oscar statuette is the copyrighted and 
trademarked property of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 


ABOUT THE EDITORS 


DAVID GERSTEIN is an animation and comics researcher, writer, and editor 
working extensively with the Walt Disney Company and its licensees. Gerstein’s 
published work includes Mickey and the Gang: Classic Stories in Verse; Walt Disney 
Treasures - Disney Comics: 75 Years of Innovation; and Walt Disney Uncle Scrooge and 
Donald Duck: The Don Rosa Library. He has also worked with Disney to preserve the 
Mickey Mouse newspaper strips seen in this volume. 


GARY GROTH co-founded Fantagraphics Books and The Comics Journal in 1976. 


And heis still at it. 


THOMAS ANDRAE is an_ internationally 
recognized authority on social theory and 
Cultural Studies and an instructor at California 
State University East Bay. He is co-founder 
and senior editor of Discourse: Journal for 
‘Theoretical Studies in Media and Gulture. He is the 
author of Carl Barks and the Disney Comic Book: 
Unmasking the Myth of Modernity; and Creators 
of the Superheroes; and co-author of Bob Kane’s 
autobiography, Batman & Me; Siegel and Shuster’s 
Funnyman: The First Jewish Superhero (with Mel 
Gordon); and Walt Kelly: The Life and Art of the 
Greator of Pogo (with Garsten Laqua). 


JONATHAN H. GRAY was born in 1979 in 
Birmingham, Alabama. Best known as an artist 
and writer for his online comics “Chip and 
Walter” and “Time Trouble,” he has done work 
since 2003 for Archie Comics (Sonic the Hedgehog) 
and various Disney licensees (Mickey Mouse, Uncle 
Scrooge). He credits his mother with introducing 
him to comics... to keep him from playing crazy 
stupid amounts of video games. Currently he is a 
fulltime comics professional working on his own 
and Disney-licensed material. 


THAD KOMOROWSKT is an animation historian 
with a longstanding professional relationship 
with Disney comics. He translates European 
stories for IDW’s Disney comic books and is 
a regular contributor to the Carl Barks and 
Floyd Gottfredson archival collections from 
Fantagraphics Books. He is the author of Sick 
Little Monkeys: The Unauthorized Ren & Stimpy 
Story and co-author of a forthcoming history of 
New York studio animation, 


JOE TORGIVIA is a comics historian renowned 
for decades of Disney, Warner Bros, Hanna- 
Barbera, and DC Comics scholarship. He has also 
worked asa dialogue writer for American editions 
of European Disney comics. He maintains the 
blog “The Issue At Hand” (tiahblog. blogspot.com), 
featuring a light-hearted look at pop culture, 


LEONARDO GORI is a comics scholar and col- 
lector specializing in Italian Disney authors and 
syndicated 1930s newspaper strips. With Frank 
Stajano and others, he has written many books on. 
Italian “fumetti” and American comics in Italy. 
He has also written thrillers, which have been 
translated into Spanish, Portuguese, and Korean. 


FRANCESCO “Frank” STAJANO was imprinted 
on Disney comics at preschool age and never 
grew out of it: the walls of his house are covered 
in bookshelves and many of them hold comics. 
He has often written about Disney comics, 
particularly with Leonardo Gori. In real life he 
is an associate professor at the University of 
Cambridge in England. 


JIM FANNING is an internationally published 
author and historian who has written comics for 
DC, Joe Books and IDW, as well as many comic 
book stories for Disney starring Mickey Mouse, 
Donald Duck, Uncle Scrooge and Winnie the Pooh. 
Aregular contributor to the D23 website and Disney 
twenty-three magazine, this recognized Disney 
authority has worked extensively with The Walt 
Disney Company and its licensees. He maintains 
his animation/comics/other-fun-stuff blog, Tulgey 
Wood, at jimattulgeywood. blogspot.com. 


RE NOD GOING } KNOW THEIR 
ED THE DOLLS. BUSINESS! 
HIM! IT'S TOO 

SRRIBLE! 


WHATS WRONG WITH THESE CF 
DOLLS? THEY'RE FALLING All 
OVER ME 


hen Mickey’s best pal Goofy vanishes without a 

trace, even crazy Cousin Clabberwort can’t find 

him... tillhe turns up ina government lab, packing a genius 

1Q and a pet pygmy cow! Just what does Mouseton’s 

dippiest dawg—now known as “Dr. X”—have in store for 

the world? Does Mickey dare to find out? 

Floyd Gottfredson, artist of Mickey Mouse from 

pee oN NINGRCRCE aa 1930-1975, and co-writer Bill Walsh infected Mouseton 

with the super-hi-tech of the Sputnik era... until the strip 

ceased running continuities in late 1955. Come join us— 
we’re seeing these epics through to the finish! 


And “Dr. X”’ is only the start! On beyond mad science, this 
climactic book of Gottfredson serials also finds Mickey 
plagued by Leavenworth Lee, the baby delinquent—and 
Gilhooley, the pitiless king of the leprechauns! 

Restored from Disney’s original proof sheets, The 
Mysterious Dr. X also includes more than 30 pages of 
top-secret extras! You’ll enjoy behind-the-scenes art, 
Gottfredson’s rare Christmas comics, and commentary 
by Disney’s own scientific geniuses! 
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OKAY... YOUTOYS | 
WANT TO GET TOUGH... 
sf LET'S SEE IF YOU BOUNCE! 


Mickey Mouse is among the world’s most recognizable 
icons. Butdoyouknowthewild, unforgettable personality 
behind the icon? Start reading... you might be wearing 
mouse ears before you’re through. 
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Y WHADDYE KNOW...? 
SOUNDS LIKE HE'S 
STILL FIGHTING ! 


ve THE | 
'S SHOULD] 

DIM 
NOW..-$ 


$35.00 ISBN 978-1-68396-055-3 


GOSH «oe THEY'VE IF ONLY MORTY WERE HERE ! 
ALL_GONE THERE’S A KID WHO KNOWS H 


HOPE NOTHING HAPPENS TO ANY )] [7 

OF MY LOVELY TOYS...! 
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Walt Disney’s Mickey Mouse: The Mysterious Dr. X contains cartoon violence 
and historically dated content presented in context. 
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